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The Sixth Sunday of Easter
Holy Eucharist Rite II
8:45 am & 11:00 am

THE WORD OF GOD
Prelude: Chimings of Great Joy- Dan R. Edwards (Handbell Choir)

Processional Hymn: Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above H-408
Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation,
The God of power, the God of Love, the God of our salvation;
With healing balm my soul be fills, and every faithless murmur stills:
To God all praise and glory.

What God’s almighty power hath made, bis gracious mercy keepeth;
By morning glow or evening shade his watchful eye ne’er skeepth.
Within the kingdom of his might, lo! All is just and all is right:

To God all praise and glory.

Let all who name Christ’s holy Name give God all praise and glory;

Let all who know his power proclaim aloud the wondrous story!
Cast each false idol from its throne, the Lord is God, and he alone:
To God all praise and glory.

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. BCP, p. 355
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you... Through Christ our Lord

People: Amen.

Gloria Hymnal, S-280

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to bis people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive onr prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

In the glory of God the Father. Amen.



The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our
hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which
exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Reading: Acts 17:22-31
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. For
as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the
inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who
made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human
hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and
breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of
their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps
grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and
have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.” Since we are God’s
offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and
imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 66:7-18 (8:45: Spoken responsively/ 11:00: Sung by Adult Choir.) ~ BCP, p. 673
7 Bless our God, you peoples; *
make the voice of his praise to be heard;
8 Who holds our souls in life, *
and will not allow our feet to slip.
9 For you, O God, have proved us; *
you have tried us just as silver is tried.

10 You brought us into the snare; *
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; *
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, *
which I promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.
13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; *
I will give you oxen and goats.
14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, *
and I will tell you what he has done for me.
15 I called out to him with my mouth, *
and his praise was on my tongue.

16 If I had found evil in my heart, *
the Lord would not have heard me;

17 But in truth God has heard me; *
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *
nor withheld his love from me.



The Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you
are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always
be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it
with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for
your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be
God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous,
in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the
days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for
a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn: This is My Father’s World- Terra Beata, Traditional English Melody
This is my Father's world, and to my listening ears
Al nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world: I rest me in the thonght
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas--
His hand the wonders wronght.

This is my Father's world: the birds their carols raise,

The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker's praise.
This is my Father's world: He shines in all that's fair;

In the rustling grass I hear Him pass,

He speaks to me everywhere.

This is my Father's world: O let me ne'er forget

That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet.
This is my Father's world: why should my heart be sad?

The Lord is King: let the heavens ring!

God reigns; let earth be glad!

The Holy Gospel John 14:15-21
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, ’If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees
him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. ”’I will not leave you orphaned;
I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will
live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and 1
will love them and reveal myself to them.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon
St. Paul’s Youth: Mary Austin & St. Paul’s Youth Minister: Brett Smith

The Nicene Creed BCP, p. 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the



Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son, he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Written by the Youth of St. Paul’s
The Leader and People pray responsively

We pray for the church and its leaders. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for the future of our country, for all who govern, and for our armed forces.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We pray that your peace is felt throughout the world. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for local businesses, our schools, and our neighbors in our community. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for those who struggle physically, mentally, spiritually, and emotionally. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for the departed and their loved ones. Help them to find peace in the midst of their grief. Lord in your
mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God, we thank you for all of the mother figures in our lives. Thank you for those who nurture us, are patient with us,
and comfort us. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We thank you for the things that bring us joy. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others either silently or aloud.

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

(Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.)

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Anthem: A/ Things Bright and Beantiful- Rutter (The Adult Choir)

Presentation Hymn: Love’s Redeensing Work is Done H-188,vs 1 and 3
Love’s redeeming work is done, fought the fight, the battle won.
Deathy in vain forbids bim rise; Christ has opened paradise.

Soar we now where Christ bas led, following onr exalted head;
Made like him, like hine we rise, ours the cross, the grave, the skies.

The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer A BCP, p. 361
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.



... Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who forever sing this hymn to proclaim
the glory of your Name:

Sanctus Hymnal, S-130
Hoby, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Holby, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

... Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

...And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lotd’s Prayer BCP, p. 364
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Fraction Anthem Christ our Passover Hymnal, S-154
Alleluia, allelnia, alleluia.
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
Alleluia, allelnia, alleluia.

Music During Communion
Open the Eyes of My Heart- Paul Baloche
A New Commandment- R. Shephard

The Prayer after Communion BCP, p. 365
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing



Recessional: A/ Things Bright and Beantiful H-405
Refrain:
Al things bright and beantiful, all creatures great and small,
Al things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.

Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings,
He made their glowing colors, he made their tiny wings. (Refrain)

The purple-headed mountain, the river running by,
The sunset and the morning that brightens up the sky. (Refrain)

The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun,
The ripe fruits in the garden, he made them everyone. (Refrain)

He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we miight tell
How great is God Almighty, who has made all things well. (Refrain)

Dismissal
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude: Trumpet Tune in B-flat- R. Lind
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TODAY — May 10, 2026
Holy Eucharist at 7:30 am, 8:45 am, 11:00 am, & 6:00 pm

9:45-10:00 Biscuit Minute in Founders Hall
10:00-11:00 Adult Christian Formation

10:00-11:00 St. Andrew’s-Sewanee in Founders Hall
10:00-11:00 Youth Reception in Founders Hall
12:00-12:30 Coffee Minute in Founders Hall

2:00 Pickle Ball at Cottonwood

Churchwide Events

May Gathering for Good * Meet & Eat: A Progressive Dinner *

Wed, May 13 * 5:30
Are you looking for a small group to socialize, eat, or study with? Then join us for our May Gathering for Good
event! Dinner: $10 Adults, $5 Children, or $30 Max per Family. Start in Founders for appetizers, followed by dinner
in Otey Hall and dessert in the 6t Avenue Courtyard. RSVP here by Monday: https://bitly/MeetandEat2026

Bishop’s Visit and Confirmation Reception * Sun, May 17
The Rt. Rev. John C. Bauerschmidt’s annual visit to St. Paul’s is Sunday, May 17th. We will host a reception in honor
of the Confirmands and the Bishop in Otey Hall after the 11:00 am service. Volunteers are needed to help set up, clean
up, and prepare food. Sign-up here: https://bitly/BishopReception2026 Questions? Please contact Melissa Montero
at 4melissamontero@gmail.com. The loose offering taken during the Bishop's visit will be for the Bishop’s
Discretionary Fund.

Christian Formation Classes ® Sundays ¢ 10:00 AM

Adult Formation ¢ Today * Room 205 — 2™ Floor
The Apostle Paul is often considered the greatest influencer, after Jesus, in the history of Christianity. Using Peter
Walker’s book, “In the Steps of Saint Paul,” along with other resources, we will explore and discuss St. Paul’s wide-
ranging travels. Grab a cup of coffee, a biscuit, and a friend, and come join us!

St. Andrew’s-Sewanee School * Today ¢ 10:00 & 12:00 ¢ Founders Hall
Representatives from St. Andrew's-Sewanee School are with us this Sunday to share more about the school's distinctive
approach to education. Please stop by the table in Founder's Hall to learn about SAS's vibrant community, strong
academics, and unique opportunities both in and beyond the classroom.

Parish Life
Pickle Ball Anyone? ¢ Sundays * 2:00 ¢ Cottonwood Clubhouse

Great news... we're getting out on the court Sundays every week (180 Cottonwood Dr., Franklin. If you are interested
in learning to play Pickle Ball or are wanting to find people who like to play Pickle Ball, come out and join us for fun

and fellowship. All levels of play (or no level of play) are welcome. Questions? contact Daniel Robicheaux at
robicheauxdaniel@gmail.comPlease contact Daniel Robicheaux at robicheauxdaniel@gmail.com

Mahjong Mondays * 1:15-4:00 * Barnabas
New to the game or playing for years, we'd love to have you join us. We open with a prayer, and play begins at 1:15 pm
and runs until 4:00 pm. Bring your own non-alcoholic beverage. Please let us know if you are interested so that we have
enough tables set-up for play. Contact Judy Larson (818-723-9395) or Jan Abstein (615) 347-8060 for more information.
Coffee Club * Wednesdays * 6:45 AM * Barnabas

The men’s Coffee Club meets on Wed mornings to discuss the upcoming Sunday’s gospel. All men of the parish are
invited. We look forward to seeing you.
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Women In Theological Studies (WITS) ¢ Thursdays ¢ 9:30-11:00 am ¢

2" Floor Meeting Space, Room 205
WITS (Women in Theological Study) - In May, we are bursting into bloom, so come join us whenever you can. Below
is the calendar for WITS through the end of May. If you have any questions, please contact Monna Mayhall at
monna@stpaulsfranklin.com or 615-790-0527.
May 14 - “The Mysteries of Braille Solved”
May 21 — Book Swap — bring a book to pass along (or bring a book recommendation)
May 28 — No WITS - Spring Street

Grief Support Group * Wed, May 20 ¢ 10-11:00 am ¢ Founders Hall
Grief of any kind can feel very lonely, even when you have loved ones around. Sharing your sorrow with others who
have experienced similar losses can help. The key is not to isolate yourself. St. Paul's offers a morning Grief Support
Group on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Please note the new meeting space. Questions: Contact Monna Mayhall at

monna@stpaulsfranklin.com

Compline * 4* Tues of the Month ¢ May 26 * 8:15 PM * Founders Hall
Compline will be offered monthly. All are welcome - No RSVP needed. Simply bring your Book of Common Prayer
(+ your Bible, if you wish) & enjoy sharing this peaceful service at the close of the evening with fellow participants.

Contact Ann Denson if questions: densonannm(@gmail.com.
Youth

Youth Pool Party ¢ Sun, May 17 * 4:30-6:30 ¢ Chestnut Bend Pool * 555 Ploughmans Bend Dr.
If you’re in 6th - 12th grade, help us kick off summer with a pool party! Join us for pizza, swimming, friends, and of
course some friendly competition!

Young Adults Dinner & Discussion ® Sat, May 30 * 6:30 PM * 1138 Hidden Valley Rd., Brentwood
College students and young adults in your 20s or 30s are invited to join us for dinner! Bring a dish to share and an
item to stock the Little Free Pantry. RSVP to the young adults GroupMe event. Email brett@stpaulsfranklin.com for
more information or to be added to the GroupMe!

Children

VBS ¢ Save the date for Week of Wonder 2026! ¢ June 15-18
We are excited to have the Week of Wonder back on St. Paul's campus this summer! Children ages 3 years old through
rising 4th graders are invited to participate in our version of VBS. Rising 5th graders through adults are encouraged to
participate as volunteers and leaders, and the whole parish is invited to a cookout celebration on Thurs, June 18th.
Look for registration near the end of April. Questions? Email libby @stpaulsfranklin.com.

Outreach

Birthday Outreach Ministry * 2* Tuesday of Every Month * May 12
If you like a party, and if you have a heart for visiting people, then we have an opportunity for you that combines the
two. We plan to meet there from 12:40 pm -1:30 pm, giving us a chance to visit with residents and eat cake, too!

Interested? Location: Charter Senior Living (105 Sunrise Circle, Franklin) Contact Monna at
monna@stpaulsfranklin.com or 615-790-0527.

CITY — a Homeless Ministry ¢ 3* Sunday of Every Month * May 17
On the third Sunday of each month, a group from St. Paul's travels to downtown Nashville to patticipate in Church
in the Yard ("CITY"). We serve hot meals to 125-150 of our homeless brothers and sisters. There are many ways to
help — Questions? Contact Ellen 615-545-8820 / ellenvkirk@gmail.com or Gerald 615-604-9635 ot
gwhancock44@gmail.com

St. Paul’s Soup Ministry * Wed, May 20 ¢ 1:00-4:00

A NEW ministry, coordinated by Love Thy Neighbor, offers the chance for volunteers to provide comfort food to a
fellow parishioner. St. Paul’s Soup Ministry will meet every other month in Otey Kitchen to prepare heartwarming
soups that will be stored in Otey freezer for delivery to parishioners to provide comfort and compassion during life’s
challenging

moments. May 20th will be our first cook from 1:00-4:00. Volunteers will meet in Otey Kitchen to prepare several
soups. Recipes and ingredients will be provided. POC: Mishelle Phillips (615) 403-0703. See SUG for details and to
sign-up: https://bitly/SoupMinistry
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Spring Street News
We are looking forward to our last gathering before the summer break on May 28th. The Men of St. Paul's will grill
for us and we will have our favorite live music. Look for a sign up next week or text Jackie King at 914-329-3017.

Franklin Pride 2026 © Sat, June 6 * Park at Harlinsdale
St. Paul’s is excited to participate in Franklin’s Pride festival on the afternoon of June 6 at the Park at Harlinsdale Farm.
We need your support to show our pride in St. Paul’s and for the community! We need volunteers to set up and tear
down our tent, to sit at our table, talk to passers-by, and be part of the gathering. Please sign up here to

volunteer: https://bitly/FranklinPride2026

Announcements

Last Call for Recipes!
The St. Paul’s Cookbook Committee has been hard at work testing delicious entries for our upcoming church
cookbook. Since our original request was shared a while ago, we want to ensure everyone has a chance to be included—
especially those who have joined our congregation recently or anyone who has discovered a new favorite dish in the
meantime!
How to Submit:
In Person: Drop your handwritten recipes in the collection box located at the back of the Sanctuary.
By Email: Send to stpaulscooks@gmail.com
Please ensure your submission includes: a clear recipe title, an optional short story or description, ingredients and
measurements listed in the order they are used, step-by-step instructions, and your name and email address.
*Thank you for helping us make this collection a success!
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