
 
 

April 19, 2026 
The Third Sunday of Easter 

8:45 am  
 
 
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
  
Prelude: Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain- Sullivan, arr. Bay 
 
Processional Hymn: Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing                      H-182 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. His cross stands empty to the sky. 
Let streets and homes with praises ring. His love in death shall never die. 
  
Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in Palestine, 
He comes to claim the here and now and conquer every place and time. 
  
Not throned above, remotely high, untouched, unmoved by human pains, 
But daily, in the midst of life, our Savior with the Father reigns. 
  
In every insult, rift, and war where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 
He suffers still, yet loves the more, and lives, though ever crucified. 
  
Christ is alive! His spirit burns through this and every future age, 
Till all creation lives and learns his joy, his justice, love, and praise. 

 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.                   BCP, p. 355 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you… Through Christ our Lord 
People: Amen. 
 
Gloria                   Hymnal, S-280 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
You take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.  
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
In the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 
The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.       
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 



 
The First Reading:           Acts 2:14a,36-41 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let the entire house of Israel know with 
certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard 
this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said 
to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted 
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, 
and that day about three thousand persons were added. 
Reader  The Word of the Lord.   
People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 116: 1-3, 10-17 (Spoken responsively by whole verse.)        BCP, p. 759 
1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
2 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 

I came to grief and sorrow. 
3 Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: * 

"O LORD, I pray you, save my life." 
10 How shall I repay the LORD * 

for all the good things he has done for me? 
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 

and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
12 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 

in the presence of all his people. 
13 Precious in the sight of the LORD * 

is the death of his servants. 
14 O LORD, I am your servant; * 

I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
you have freed me from my bonds. 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

16 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
in the presence of all his people, 

17 In the courts of the LORD'S house, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 

 

The Second Reading:                                                  1 Peter 1:17-23 
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during 
the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not 
with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or 
blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 
Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith 
and hope are set on God. Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 
genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

 People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Hymn: Come, Risen Lord                                        H-306   
 

The Holy Gospel                  Luke 24:13-35 
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and 



discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he 
said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then 
one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things 
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our 
chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he 
was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, 
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his 
body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some 
of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 
Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 
Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near 
the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, 
“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When 
he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they 
got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were 
saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, 
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

The Sermon              The Reverend W.R. “Rusty” McCown 
 

The Nicene Creed BCP, p. 358 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son, he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People (Form III) BCP, p. 387 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;  
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 



We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. (Silence) 
 
The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 

(Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.) 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Offertory Anthem: Thine is the Glory from Judas Maccabaeus- Handel, arr. Bay 
 
Presentation Hymn: Love’s Redeeming Work is Done                       H-188, vs 1 and 3      

Love’s redeeming work is done, fought the fight, the battle won.  
Death in vain forbids him rise; Christ has opened paradise.  
    

Soar we now where Christ has led, following our exalted head;  
Made like him, like him we rise, ours the cross, the grave, the skies.  

 
The Great Thanksgiving – Eucharistic Prayer A                            BCP, p. 361 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

…Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who forever sing this hymn to proclaim  
the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus                                                                                         Hymnal, S-130  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.   
 

 
…Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

 
The Celebrant continues 

…And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

The Lord’s Prayer         BCP, p. 364 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread  
 
 
 



Fraction Anthem Christ our Passover                                              Hymnal, S-154  
            Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
            Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
            Therefore let us keep the feast.  
            Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
Music During Communion: 

Abide with Me- Monk, arr. Bay 
O Perfect Love- Bamby and gurney, arr. Pell 
Let Us Break Bread Together on Our Knees- arr. Pell 

 
We invite all who seek God, and are drawn to Christ by the Spirit, to join us at this Table.  
If you are unable to come forward, please notify an usher and we will serve you in your pew.  

If you need to receive a gluten-free host, please extend hands, crossed, palms down at the communion rail. 
 
The Prayer after Communion         BCP, p. 365 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
The Blessing 
 
Recessional: Sing, Ye Faithful, Sing With Gladness!                                          H-492 

Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness, wake your noblest, sweetest strain, 
With the praises of your Savior let his house resound again; 
Him, let all your music honor, and your songs exalt his reign. 
  
Sing how he came forth from heaven, bowed himself to Bethlehem’s cave, 
Stooped to wear the servant’s vesture, bore the pain, the cross, the grave, 
Passed within the gates of darkness, thence his banished ones to save. 
  
So he tasted death for mortals, he, of humankind the head, 
Sinless one, among the sinful, Prince of life, among the dead; 
Thus he wrought the full redemption, and the captor captive led. 
             
Now on high, yet ever with us, from his Father’s throne the Son 
Rules and guides the world he ransomed, till the appointed work be done, 
Till he see, renewed and perfect, all things gathered into one. 

 
Dismissal 

Celebrant    Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Postlude: The Hallelujah Side- Moore, arr. Duncan 
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TODAY – April 19, 2026  
  

Holy Eucharist at 7:30 am, 8:45 am, 11:00 am, & 6:00 pm  
9:45-10:00 Biscuit Minute in Founders Hall 
10:00-11:00 Christian Formation for All Ages 
10:00-11:00 Seekers Class meets in Room 208 
10:00-11:00 Youth Confirmation Class in Barnabas 
11:15-4:00  CiTY 
12:00-12:30 Coffee Minute in Founders Hall 
2:00  Pickle Ball at Cottonwood 
3:30 Youth Pilgrimage Meeting in Barnabas 
4:00 Pathfinders Senior Ministry 
4:30-6:00 Episcopal Youth Group (EYG)  in Barnabas 

_________________________________________________________   
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  

“News From the Pews”  

  
Including: Food Pantry List, a full Calendar, and more!  

___________________________________________________________  
 

Churchwide Events    

Gathering for Good • Talent Show • Wed, Apr 22 • Otey Hall • 5:30 
Do you sing? Dance? Write Poetry? Juggle? We need your acts! Please contact Donna Stokes-Rogers at 615-481-5144 
to share your talents. Plan to join us for dinner at 5:30 pm and a great show starting at 6:00 pm!   
 

May Gathering for Good • Meet & Eat: A Progressive Dinner •  
Wed, May 13 • 5:30 

Are you looking for a small group to socialize, eat, or study with? Then join us for our May Gathering for Good 
event! Dinner: $10 Adults, $5 Children, or $30 Max per Family. Start in Founders for appetizers, followed by dinner 
in Otey Hall and dessert in the 6th Avenue Courtyard.  

 

Christian Formation Classes • Sundays • 10:00 AM 
 

Adult Formation • Today • Room 205 – 2nd Floor 
The Apostle Paul is often considered the greatest influencer, after Jesus, in the history of Christianity. Using Peter 
Walker’s book, “In the Steps of Saint Paul,” along with other resources, we will explore and discuss St. Paul’s wide-
ranging travels. Grab a cup of coffee, a biscuit, and a friend, and come join us! 
 

Adult Formation Book Study • Today • Conf  Room - 2nd floor 
Book study of What’s So Amazing About Grace? Together we’ll explore how grace challenges, comforts, and transforms 
our lives and faith. 

Youth Formation • Today • Barnabas 
All 6th – 12th grade students are welcome!  

Children Formation • Today • Godly Play Rooms 
All children from 3 years old through 5th grade are welcome! 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Parish Life  
Pickle Ball Anyone? • Sundays • 2:00 • Cottonwood Clubhouse 

Great news…St. Paul’s has recently organized a Pickle Ball Group, EpicklePalians, and we are getting out on the court 
Sundays at 2:00 pm  (Cottonwood Clubhouse - 180 Cottonwood Dr., Franklin). If you are interested in learning to play 
Pickle Ball or want to find people who like to play Pickle Ball, come out and join us for fun and fellowship. Please 
contact Daniel Robicheaux at robicheauxdaniel@gmail.com 
 

Pathfinders-Senior Adult Ministry • Sun, Apr 19 • 4:00-7:30 • Live Comedy Show at WCPAC followed by Social 
Hour in Otey Hall 

See you all tonight, who signed up to join us! Information below: 
4:00-6:00 pm – Boomer Boys Comedy Show at Williamson County Performing Arts Center (112 Everbright Ave, 
Franklin) 6:00-7:30 pm – Social Hour in Otey Hall (heavy hor d’oeuvres. Pathfinders is a ministry planned for people 
55 years old and older – though we welcome all ages! 

 

Mahjong Mondays  • 1:15-4:00  • Barnbas 
New to the game or playing for years, we'd love to have you join us. We open with a prayer, and play begins at 1:15 pm 
and runs until 4:00 pm. Bring your own non-alcoholic beverage. Please let us know if you are interested so that we have 
enough tables set-up for play.  Contact Judy Larson (818-723-9395) or Jan Abstein (615) 347-8060 for more information. 

 

Coffee Club • Wednesdays • 6:45 AM • Barnabas  
The men’s Coffee Club meets on Wed mornings to discuss the upcoming Sunday’s gospel. All men of the parish are 
invited.  We look forward to seeing you. 

 

Women In Theological Studies (WITS)• Resumes in May • Thursdays • 9:30-11:00 am • 2nd Floor Meeting 
Space, Room 205  

WITS (Women in Theological Study) will resume in May. If you have any questions, please contact Monna Mayhall at 
monna@stpaulsfranklin.com or 615-790-0527.   
Dates:        
Apr 23 - No WITS: Spring Street 
Apr 30 – No WITS – Ask a friend to meet you for coffee/lunch 

 

Young Adults Dinner Group • Thurs, Apr 23 • 6:30 • 1227 Cooks St., Brentwood 
College students and young adults in your 20s or 30s are invited to join us for dinner! Bring a dish to share and an item 
to stock the Little Free Pantry. RSVP to the young adults GroupMe event. Email brett@stpaulsfranklin.com for more 
information or to be added to the GroupMe! 
 

Compline • 4th Tues of the Month • 8:15 PM • Founders Hall 
Compline will be offered monthly beginning Tues, April 28. All are welcome - No RSVP needed. Simply bring your 
Book of Common Prayer (+ your Bible, if you wish) & enjoy sharing this peaceful service at the close of the evening 
with fellow participants. Contact Ann Denson if questions: densonannm@gmail.com. 
 

Grief Support Group • Wed, May 6 & 20 • 10-11:00 am • Founders Hall 
Grief of any kind can feel very lonely, even when you have loved ones around. Sharing your sorrow with others who 
have experienced similar losses can help. The key is not to isolate yourself. St. Paul's offers a morning Grief Support 
Group on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Please note the new meeting space.  Questions: Contact Monna Mayhall at 
monna@stpaulsfranklin.com 

 

Youth 
 

Episcopal Youth Group (EYG) • Sun, Apr 19 & 26 • 4:30-6:00 • Barnabas  
All 6th - 12th grade students are welcome at St. Paul’s Episcopal Youth Group! 
 

Youth Sunday • Sign up by May 3 
As always, Mother's Day, May 10, is also Youth Sunday! Both morning services will be led by our youth, from 
readers and ushers to the sermon! Join us in between services for a Reception and Group Photo from 10:00 - 11:00 
AM in Founders. Sign up to be a part of the services by May 3: bit.ly/EYGYouthSunday 
 

Children 
 

VBS • Save the date for Week of Wonder 2026! • June 15-18  
We are excited to have the Week of Wonder back on St. Paul's campus this summer! Children ages 3 years old through 
rising 4th graders are invited to participate in our version of VBS. Rising 5th graders through adults are encouraged to 
participate as volunteers and leaders, and the whole parish is invited to a cookout celebration on Thurs, June 18th. 
Look for registration near the end of April. Questions? Email libby @stpaulsfranklin.com. 
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Outreach 
CITY – a Homeless Ministry • 3rd Sunday of Every Month • Today 

On the third Sunday of each month, a group from St. Paul's travels to downtown Nashville to participate in Church in 
the Yard ("CITY"). We serve hot meals to 125-150 of our homeless brothers and sisters. There are many ways to help 
– Questions? Contact Ellen 615-545-8820 / ellenvkirk@gmail.com or Gerald 615-604-9635 or 
gwhancock44@gmail.com  

 

Love Thy Neighbor Cookie Ministry • Apr 19 & 20  
A NEW ministry, coordinated by Love Thy Neighbor, welcomes volunteers to provide kindness, encouragement, and 
thanks to our hard-working neighbors.  St. Paul’s Cookie Ministry will deliver homemade cookies to non-profits, 
emergency, and first responders in our community as a thank you for the vital work they perform.  
Sunday, April 19th- Volunteers bring homemade cookies and leave them in Otey Kitchen with name attached.   
Monday, April 20th – 10:00 in Otey Hall, Volunteers will package and deliver cookies to a provided list of recipients. 
POC: Laura McCown 205-601-6959. See SUG for details and to sign-up: https://bit.ly/CookieMinistry 
 

Spring Street • Volunteers Needed  
We are looking forward to a sandwich lunch and playing Pictionary this month!  Please let me know if you would like 
to volunteer.   https://bit.ly/SpringStreetApril2026 
 

Love Thy Neighbor • Volunteers Needed for FES Field Day • Fri, May 8  
Spring is here and Franklin Elementary School (FES) needs help with their end-of-school Field Day! This initiative 
stems from a partnership between St. Paul’s Love Thy Neighbor ministry and United4Hope, an organization dedicated 
to connecting churches and public schools to help teachers, students and communities thrive. We need volunteers on 
Friday, May 8th, from 8:30 to 10:45 a.m. and/or 12:45 to 3:00 p.m. The morning session is for kindergarten and 1st 
graders; afternoon session is for 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders. Rain date is Monday, May 11th. Volunteers need to watch 
one hour of online training and complete a background check. Contact Pat McCracken at 615-351-1113.   
 

Birthday Outreach Ministry • 2nd Tuesday of Every Month • May 12  
If you like a party, and if you have a heart for visiting people, then we have an opportunity for you that combines the 
two.  We plan to meet there from 12:40  pm -1:30 pm, giving us a chance to visit with residents and eat cake, too! 
Interested? Location: Charter Senior Living (105 Sunrise Circle, Franklin) Contact Monna at 
monna@stpaulsfranklin.com or 615-790-0527.   
 

Announcements 
 

WSP Flower Sale • Pickup on Apr 25 • Barnabas Parking Lot 
Pick-up your flowers between 8:30-9:45 am (for orders over 20, pick up between 7:30-8:30 am). Volunteers are needed, 
sign up here: https://bit.ly/WSP-Flower-Pickup-2026 

 

Graduate Announcements • Submit by May 3  
Are you or a loved one graduating? We want to celebrate with you! Fill out the form by May 3 to be recognized in the 
Youth Sunday bulletin! bit.ly/SPEGrads 
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