
 

 

 
  

April 6, 2025 - 8:45 am & 11:00 am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
  

Prelude:  Lenten Journey- arr. Margaret R. Tucker (Handbell Choir)  
 
Processional Hymn: I Sing the Almighty Power of God              H-398   

I sing the mighty pow’r of God, that made the mountains rise, 
That spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies. 
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day; 
The moon shines full at His command, and all the stars obey. 
  
I sing the goodness of the Lord, who filled the earth with food, 
He formed the creatures with his Word, and then pronounced them good. 
Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye, 
If I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky. 
  
There’s not a plant or flower below, but makes Thy glories known, 
And clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from Thy throne; 
While all that borrows life from Thee is ever in Thy care; 
And everywhere that I could be, Thou, God, art present there. 

 

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.                 BCP, p. 351 
People His mercy endures for ever. 

 
The Decalogue: (Kneel if you are able)       BCP, p. 350 

 Celebrant Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 
You shall have no other gods but me. 

People       Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant     You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
People      Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant     You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your                         
                  God.  
People      Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant     Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
People      Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant     Honor your father and your mother. 
People      Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant     You shall not commit murder. 
People      Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant     You shall not commit adultery. 
People       Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 



Celebrant     You shall not steal. 
People      Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant     You shall not be a false witness. 
People       Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant     You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.  
People      Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 
The Confession and Absolution                   BCP, p. 352 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Kyrie: Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us (Sung.)                                             S-91 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 

The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant The Lord be with you.        
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant  Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to love 
what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may 
surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson:                                 Isaiah 43:16-21 
Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings out chariot and horse, army and 
warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: Do not remember the former things, or 
consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in 
the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the 
wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself so that they might 
declare my praise. 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  

   People   Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 126 (Spoken responsively at 8:45 and sung by Adult Choir at 11:00.)     BCP, p. 782 

1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

3 Then they said among the nations, * 
"The LORD has done great things for them." 

4 The LORD has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed. 

5 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev. 

6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy. 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

 

 
 



The Second Reading:                    Philippians 3:4b-14 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; 
as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this 
or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do 
not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what 
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God.  

 

(During the singing of the Gospel Hymn, a wooden cross will be carried down the center aisle. 
Children are invited to follow it to Children’s chapel.  

Children will rejoin their family at the Peace.) 
 

Gospel Hymn: Lo! What a Cloud of Witnesses       H-545, vs 1, 4, and 5     
Lo! what a cloud of witnesses encompass us around! 
They, once like us with suffering tried, are now with glory crowned. 
  
He, for the joy before him set, and moved by pitying love, 
Endured the cross, despised the shame, and now he reigns above. 
  
Thither, forgetting things behind, press we to God’s right hand; 
There, with the Savior and his saints, triumphantly to stand. 

  

The Holy Gospel:                           John 12:1-8 
Priest              The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John.  
People           Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave 
a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume 
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, "Why was this perfume not sold for three 
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?" (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a 
thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she 
might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me." 
Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

The Sermon                                            The Reverend W.R. “Rusty” McCown  
 

The Nicene Creed             BCP, p. 358 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 



The Prayers of the People (Form I)              BCP, p. 383 
The Leader and People pray responsively 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this community, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who remember 
and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
In the communion of St. Paul and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our 
God. 
To you, O Lord our God. 

 

The Peace  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People   And also with you.  
 

(Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.) 
 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Offertory Anthem 
8:45 am: How Can I Keep From Singing- arr. Lowry 
11:00 am: Wilt Thou Forgive?- Hilton, arr. Clarke 

    

Presentation Hymn:  From All That Dwell Below the Skies              H-380, vs 1 and 2 
From all that dwell below the skies let the Creator’s praise arise! 
Let the Redeemer’s Name be sung through every land, by every tongue! 
  

Eternal are thy mercies, Lord, and truth eternal is thy word; 
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore till suns shall rise and set no more. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving – Eucharistic Prayer B                         BCP, p. 367 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

…Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 

forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 

Sanctus (Sung.)                        S-124 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord. God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 



…Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 
The Celebrant continues  
 

…And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
  
The Lord’s Prayer                                   BCP, p. 364  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen.  

 
Breaking of the Bread   
 
Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God (Sung.)                     S-161 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: Grant us peace. 

 
Music During Communion:  

8:45 & 11:00 am: Give Me Jesus- Spiritual  
 8:45 am:   Let Us Break Bread Together- traditional 

 
We invite all who seek God, and are drawn to Christ by the Spirit, to join us at this Table. 
If you are unable to come forward, please notify an usher and we will serve you in your pew. 

To receive a gluten-free host, extend hands, crossed, palms down at the communion rail. 
 
The Prayer after Communion         BCP, p. 365 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  
The Blessing 
 
Recessional Hymn: Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing                  H-344  

Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing; fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
             Let us each, thy love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace: 
             O refresh us, O refresh us, traveling through this wilderness. 
  

Thanks we give and adoration for thy Gospel’s joyful sound: 
             May the fruits of thy salvation in our hearts and lives abound: 
             Ever faithful, ever faithful to thy truth may we be found; 
  
             So that when thy love shall call us, savior, from the world away, 
             Fear of death shall not appall us, glad thy summons to obey. 
            May we ever, may we ever reign with thee in endless day. 
  

Dismissal  
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
People Thanks be to God.   

  

Postlude:  
8:45 am:  What Wondrous Love- arr. Bay  
11:00 am:     Yorkminster Processional- G. Young 
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TODAY – April 6, 2025 

Holy Eucharist at 7:30, 8:45, 11:00, & 6:00  

9:45 -10:00 Biscuit Minute in Founders Hall and Barnabas 
10:00 Christian Formation All ages (locations below) 
10:00 Seekers’ Class in Barnabas 
10:00 Youth Confirmation Class in Rectory 
12:00-12:15 Coffee Minute in Founders Hall 

5:00-7:00   Episcopal Youth Group 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

“News From the Pews” 

   
 

Including: Building Updates and exciting photos, Food Pantry List, a full Calendar, and so 

much more! 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Capital Campaign 2025 Update 

We have been so blessed with your response to our call to finish the necessary funding for our building campaign. Since 

beginning this final endeavor, we have raised over $576,000! This leaves us only $320,000 short of our goal to finish the work 

on the main building, with an additional $300,000 needed to fully renovate Barnabas. By your generous giving we will be able to 

support our many ministries for decades to come. If you would like to be a part of this mission, please go to the front page of 

our website to pledge. Thank you so much for your Spirit-led giving.  

      ---Bob Larson, Campaign Chair 

 

Christian Formation Classes • Sundays • 10:00  

Adult Formation • Founders Hall  
Apr 6: We shall explore the early chapters of  Genesis looking at Creation and other stories. What do these ancient stories have 
to tell us today? It would be helpful to read through the first four chapters of  Genesis. What catches your attention? What 
questions do these raise for you? Facilitator: Rev’d Bob Abstein 
 

Youth Formation • Donna Stokes-Rogers’ Office in Barnabas 
April 6: Got Questions? Let’s explore them together! This month we’ll ask questions about Jesus.  

Children Formation • Godly Play • Barnabas  
 

Youth Confirmation Classes • Sunday • Rectory  
Youth Confirmation Classes are continuing at 10 AM in the Rectory.  

Seekers Class 2025 • Sundays • Barnabas Conference Room 
The Seekers’ classes are continuing at 10:00 am in Barnabas.  
 



Churchwide Events 
Capital Campaign Informational Meeting • Sun, Apr 13 • Founders • 12:00  

We will discuss our updated construction project. The crux of  the meeting is to answer any questions about the project, especially 
for those who are new to the church and may want to know more about it. However, the meeting is open to everyone who might 
have a question or two and also would like to be involved in its completion. Hope to see you then.  

 

Parish Picnic and Holy Eucharist • Sun, April 27 • 4:30 •Berry Farms Pavilion • 332 Hughes Lane, Franklin  
Come join us for a short Eucharist followed by dinner and fellowship at Berry Farms. Families with last names beginning 
with A-R: Bring a side dish to share, and S-Z: bring a dessert. Fried chicken and drinks will be provided. Bring a chair! (April 
27th Service Schedule: 10:00 am in Sanctuary, 4:30 pm at Berry Farms) 
 

Gathering for Good • Nashville Sounds Game • Evening of Wed, May 7  
How good does an evening outside sound right now? Bring the whole family and join us at First Horizon Park on Wednesday, 
May 7th to see the Nashville Sounds take on the Norfolk Tides! Tickets are $20 per person, and you can reserve your seats by 
emailing libby@stpaulsfranklin.com. We hope to see you there! Deadline to buy tickets is Wed, April 30th. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt and Donations Needed 
St. Paul's annual Egg Hunt will happen again this year at 10 am on Easter morning. All children will meet at the Rectory. Our 
fabulous Youth Group will help us out by hiding the eggs during the 8:45 service. We would love to have donations of wrapped 
peanut-free candy and plastic eggs. We will gladly accept new or used plastic eggs. Please bring your donations to the church by 
Palm Sunday, April 10th. Thank you! 
 

Flowering of the Cross on Easter Sunday 
On Easter Sunday, April 20th, everyone is invited to bring some flowers to church to “Flower the Cross.” There will be a 
cross in the Narthex where children will place their flowers as soon as they enter the church. It is not necessary to bring a big 
bouquet! A small handful of flowers will be perfect. 

 

Parish Life  

Episcopal Youth Group (EYG) • Sundays • Barnabas • 5:00-7:00 
We still have hashbrown casseroles ($15) and beignet mix ($10) for sale in the Corner Shop in Founders! Casseroles can be 
picked up in the deep freezer in the Barnabas kitchen.  
April 6 & 13: If you would like to bring dinner, please sign up at bit.ly/EYGVolunteer 
 

Young Adults  
All college students and young adults in their 20s and 30s are welcome to join us for any of our events! 
Email brett@stpaulsfranklin.com to be added to our GroupMe and visit www.stpaulsfranklin.com/young-adults/ for our full 
calendar! 
April 8 at 7PM: Trivia at Neighbors Franklin 
April 12, time TBD: Arbor Day event at Pinkerton Park 
 

Women In Theological Studies • Thursdays • Barnabas • 9:30-11:00  
WITS continues a book study on “Freeing Jesus,” by Diana Butler Bass.  Freeing Jesus is an invitation to leave the religious wars 
behind and rediscover Jesus in all his many manifestations, to experience Jesus beyond the narrow confines we have built around 
him. It renews our hope in faith and worship at a time when we need it most.  We will finish this book study on the first 2 
Thursdays of April.  On May 1 we will meet at Bicentennial Park in Franklin. If you have any questions, please contact Monna 
Mayhall at monna@stpaulsfranklin.com or 615-790-0527.   
 

Coffee Club • Wednesdays • Barnabas • 6:45 am  
The men’s Coffee Club meets on Wednesday mornings at 6:45 am in the Barnabas Conference Room to discuss the upcoming 
Sunday’s gospel. All men of the parish are invited.  We look forward to seeing you. 
 

WSP Flower & Fern Pre-Order Pick-up • Sat, Apr 12 • 11:00-1:00  
Please don’t forget to pick up your flowers and/or ferns this Saturday in the Barnabas Parking lot. Questions? Contact Cassy @ 
cassygilchrist@gmail.com.  

 

Grief Support Group • Wed, April 16 • 9-10 am • Barnabas   
Loss comes in all shapes and sizes.  Grief of any kind can feel very lonely, even when you have loved ones around. Sharing your sorrow 
with others who have experienced similar losses can help. The pain of grief can often cause you to want to withdraw  

 
from others and retreat into your shell. But having the face-to-face support of other people is vital to healing from loss. The key is 
not to isolate yourself. St. Paul's offers a morning Grief Support Group on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Questions: Contact Monna 
Mayhall at monna@stpaulsfranklin.com 
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Holy Hikes • Sat, April 19 • 9:00  
Save the date! The Holy Hike location is to be determined – stay tuned! 

 

Bad Girls Book Club • Tues, Apr 22 • 6:00-8:00 • Barnabas 
Our own Ann VanDervoort will lead discussion of The Women by Kristin Hannah. The riveting novel is based on lives of nurses who 
volunteered to serve during the Vietnam war. Please bring an appetizer &/or drink to share - we look forward to seeing you then. All are 
welcome! 

Bicentennial Backroads Spring Excursion • Friday • May 2 • 10:30  
For our next adventure, we will be heading to Sewanee on Friday, May 2nd for two historic tours. We will begin the day at 10:30 for a tour of 
Confederate and Lost Cause memorials on Sewanee's historic campus. After lunch at McClurg Dining Hall, we will walk the St. Mark's Heritage 
Trail to learn about the Roberson Project's efforts to preserve and tell Sewanee Black history. Everyone is invited! You will need comfortable 
walking shoes as well as cash or a credit card for lunch. For those who would like to carpool, we will meet at Barnabas at 8:30 am. 
Email libby@stpaulsfranklin.com if you are interested or have any questions. 

 

Social Graces • Save the Date • Tues, May 13 • 11:30 • Barnabas 
Join us for our next Social Graces event: Lunch and Program 
(11:30 am – Catered Lunch & 12:00 noon – 1:00 pm Program on Brain Health and Dementia):  10 Ways to Love your Brain & 10 Warning 
Signs of Dementia Program is offered by Tiffany Cloud-Mann with AgeWell Middle Tn.  Tiffany will answer questions on these topics, as 
well as share the resources at AgeWell Middle Tn for older adults and caregivers. $10 for lunch --- RSVP by Thursday May 8 (Note any 
dietary restrictions - Pay for lunch at the event. RSVP to Monna Mayhall at monna@stpaulsfranklin.com or 615-790-0527) 
 

Outreach 

Birthday Outreach Ministry • 2nd Tuesday of  Every Month • April 8 
If you like a party, and if you have a heart for visiting people, then we have an opportunity for you that combines the two.  On the 2nd Tuesday 
of every month, join with parishioners to visit Charter Senior Living of Franklin, to celebrate the birthdays of the Charter residents for that 
month. We will plan to meet there from 12:40 pm -1:30 pm giving us a chance to visit with residents, and eat cake too! Interested? Contact 
Monna at monna@stpaulsfranklin.com or 615-790-0527.   

General Announcements 

Easter Choral and Floral Offerings • Deadline April 11th 
If  you would like to offer a thanksgiving or memorial for a loved one on Easter, please sign up below for the Easter Floral and/or Choral 
offerings. After you have signed up below, you can send your donations online or mail a check noting the flowers or music ministry. Contact 
Shannon with any questions at shannon@stpaulsfranklin.com. https://bit.ly/floral-choral-offerings 
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