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 The Epistle is published the first of each month. Forward any information you
have for News In The Pews, Sunday bulletin, or The Epistle monthly newsletter to
communications@stpaulsfranklin.com and we will make sure it gets to the right

publication.

Deadline for the May newsletter is Friday, April 26, 2024

In This Issue
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Upcoming Events 4

April 7 
Parish Picnic

April 17 
Philadelphia 11 Screening

April 20 
WSP Flower Pick-Up

April 24 
Talent Show

April 30 
EfM Open House

May 1 
Sounds Game
(RSVP by April 22)

May 12 
Youth Sunday

Many more meetings and
gatherings can be found on the
Church Calendar, under the
"About Us" tab on the church
website: https://74053364.view-
events.com/calendar/74053364/ 

https://74053364.view-events.com/calendar/74053364/
https://74053364.view-events.com/calendar/74053364/
https://74053364.view-events.com/calendar/74053364/


Greetings St. Paul’s Family!

I’m thrilled to tell you that Brett Smith has accepted the call to be our new Youth
Minister! You may know Brett from seeing her and her family around the church.
Her biography and a picture of her family is below.

Brett will begin her ministry with us on April 15. Please reach to her and offer your
support for her and all our youth as she leads this vitally important ministry.

May God bless you and our church during this most holiest of weeks.

Peace
Rusty+
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New Youth Minister 

Brett Smith began attending St. Paul’s with
her family shortly after moving to Franklin
in the fall of 2021. She graduated with a
doctorate of pharmacy from Ole Miss in
2013 and practiced as a pharmacist in
various roles until 2019. Since then Brett has
been a stay at home mom to her two
daughters. 

After moving to Tennessee, she began
seeking new career paths. Brett was active
in her own youth groups, serving on
leadership teams, participating in mission
trips and camps, and singing in youth
choirs.  At Ole Miss Brett served as chaplain
and president of the Alpha Alpha chapter of
Sigma Phi Lambda, a Christian sorority.
Since then she has participated in the
Children’s and Music ministries in each of
her home churches. 

Brett is excited for the opportunity to serve
the families and students of St. Paul’s as
Youth Minister.



A note from the Vestry:

In anticipation of St. Paul’s Bicentennial celebration, slated for August 2027, the
Vestry recently adopted a newly designed parish logo to reflect this historic
milestone.

The simple message: “St. Paul’s 200”, with a silhouette featuring the cross and
iconic carving on the back wall behind the altar, was beautifully created by one
of our own parishioners, Currier Stevens.
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St. Paul’s New Logo

You’ve seen it on coffee mugs,
displayed on commemorative posters
in Otey Hall, and printed on new
Bicentennial Society brochures. And,
the new graphic font has been used to
create embroidered baseball caps that
can be purchased in the Corner Gift
Shop.

This new logo will now extend to our
church stationery and digital
correspondence as we look forward to
what will be an exceptional and
extraordinary event in the life of our
parish.

Pam Horne
Senior Warden



Last month we had a special parish wide
meeting to discuss updates about the
building project. Charles Carlisle from the
Building and Design Committee
provided details about the process, new
projected costs, and options moving
forward. Members of the congregation
were encouraged to ask questions and
provide input. The meeting was also live
streamed on Facebook. In case you
missed it, here is a link to watch:
https://fb.watch/reU48LwvyA/
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Building Project Update

https://fb.watch/reU48LwvyA/
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Building Project Update
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Wednesday Night Lenten Series
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Stations of the Cross
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Palm Sunday
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Palm Sunday
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Easter
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Easter
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Easter 
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Easter
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Easter
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Food!

Between Biscuit Minute, Lenten Soup Suppers, Sweets Feast, Easter, and more, there
was a lot of food at St. Paul’s during Lent and Holy Week -- and all beautifully
displayed! Thank you to all who shopped, cooked, baked, re-heated, re-filled, lugged   
crock pots, served, and especially, cleaned up. Special thanks to Annette Phillips, Loren
Robicheaux, Daniel Robicheaux, Elizabeth Tyler, Mary Emilie Acklen, and Donna
Stokes-Rogers.
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Flowers

Julie Fisher once again designed the outstanding floral arrangements during Holy Week.
Thank you to Julie and her team: Cindy Thompsen, Carolyn Cooke and Laura Kinnard.
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Easter Choral and Floral Offerings
The Choral Offerings are Given to the Glory of God and:

In thanksgiving for Timothy, Liz, Peter, Matthew and Anna and Philip and Allison
by Huba and Lois Nagy

In thanksgiving for their children, Elizabeth, and Kathleen
by Jonathan and Kristin Webster

In loving memory of Elizabeth Whitlock Haynes
by Larry, Debbie, and Patrick Whitlock

In loving memory of Gene Brown
by Margaret Brown

In memory of Rev. C. Allen Cooke and Spencer Goodloe Cooke
by Carolyn & Tav Cooke



 21Easter Choral and Floral Offerings
The Easter Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God and:

In thanksgiving for the baptism of Harriet Edwards Berry and William Tyler Berry
by grandparents, by Kathy and Dewees Berry

In thanksgiving for our grandchildren, Larson, Sloane and Callum
by Jean and Bob Larson

In loving memory of Harry and Carrie Clarke and Jeno and Ida Nagy
by Huba and Lois Nagy

In loving memory of Gene Brown
by Margaret Brown

In loving memory of Bill and Georgia Boggs, Jack and Joanne DeLange
by Will and Mindy Boggs

In loving memory of Peggy and Tom Love, Jr., and Peggy Capadalis,
by Emily and Tom Love

In loving memory of James and Lillian Mahoney, Rev. John P. Mahoney, and in
thanksgiving of Howard and Evelyn Felton, and Vivian White

by Lisa Mahoney Oliver

In memory of Virginia and Edward Baumgart, and Nancy and Robert Van Dervoort
by Dr. Robert Van Dervoort, Jr., and Ann Van Dervoort

In memory of Stuart Bryant Robertson
by her grandchildren Shelly, Daniel, and Anna
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Parish Life



 23 Parish Life

The next meeting for The Bad Girls Book Club is Tuesday, April
23 in Founders Hall from 6:30 PM to approximately 8:00 PM.
We will discuss Dreamland: a Novel by Nicholas Sparks.

Please bring a light appetizer and/or a drink to share.

Bad Girls Book Club

The Philadelphia Eleven
A Documentary about the First Women 

Ordained to the Priesthood in the Episcopal Church

Fifty years ago, eleven women became the first women ordained to the priesthood in
the Episcopal Church. A documentary about their story and struggle has recently
been made and is available for viewing.

On Wednesday April 17, St. Paul’s in Franklin will host a screening of “The Philadelphia
Eleven,” for anyone interested. Thank you to the Women’s group of St. Paul’s for
sponsoring this event.

WHEN:  Wednesday April 17
6:30 - 7:00 pm Social time with light refreshments
7:00 – 8:30 pm The Philadelphia Eleven
WHERE:  Otey Hall at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church - Franklin
COST:  Free!



Piano Sitters Needed
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Parish Life

We are heading back to the ballpark again this May for some
fun with your parish family!  

Join us Wednesday, May 1st at First Horizon Park to watch
the Nashville Sounds take on the Norfolk Tides. The game
begins at 6:35, and we will have a block of seats to enjoy the
game together. Tickets are $20 each. 

Please email libby@stpaulsfranklin.com by April 22nd  to
sign up. See you there!

We had a great response to the WSP Flower and
Fern Sale with over 600 baskets sold! Flower pick
up on the 20th is from 8:30-11:30. If you are able,
consider volunteering on Sat, April 20 to help us
distribute the baskets. This is a great opportunity
for school children to fulfill community service
hours! Please note on the sign up genius if you
need a community service letter to give your
school.

We will need people to help unload the nursery
truck, direct traffic, and load the plants in cars.
The sign ups are in 1 hour intervals but you can
sign up for as many hours as you like!

This will be a "drive through" pick-up behind
Barnabas. Cars should enter from Fair St and exit
to Fair. Thank you!!

Volunteer here: https://bit.ly/flower-pickup

St. Paul’s Night at the Ballpark

Fern and Flower Sale

mailto:libby@stpaulsfranklin.com
https://bit.ly/flower-pickup
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Parish Life

While cleaning out the church in preparation for the building renovation, we
found a bunch of old photos of the youth that were taken between approximately
1998 - 2013. They are on a table in Otey. If you, or your child, was a part of the youth
group at that time, stop by and take any that you want.

Old Photos of the Youth
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Parish Life
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Families with Children at Pins Mechanical
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The Royal Table



 29WITS and EfM
WITS in April
On Thursday April 4th, WITS – Women in Theological Study – will wrap up the
Lenten series based on the book, “We Are Beloved: A Lenten Journey with
Protestant Prayer Beads,” by Kristen E. Vincent.

On Thursday April 11, we will listen and discuss a lesson from Rev. Barbara Brown
Taylor, and on April 18, we will hear from Padraig O’Tuama, an Irish poet and
theologian.

Join us in Founders from 9:30-11:00 am on these Thursdays in April: 
April 4, 11, 18
(Spring Street Outreach is April 25)

If you have any questions about WITS or wish to be added
to our weekly reminder email, contact Monna Mayhall at
monna@stpaulsfranklin.com or 615-790-0527.

Education for Ministry (EFM) - Open House
April 30, 2024
St. Paul’s Education for Ministry (EfM) group will hold an open house in
Damascus Tuesday April 30th, 6:00 pm. You’re invited!

EfM is an adult formation program for the laity,
administered by the University of the South, that
examines the bible, church history, and Christian
theology. As the EfM website states, “while the course
materials provide substantial academic content, the
focus of the program is on understanding the call to
ministry throughout our daily lives …. The goal is to
become Christians mature in (our) faith who are
reflective practitioners of the Way of Love that Jesus
himself taught and modeled.”

The St. Paul’s group meets weekly on Tuesday evenings from 6:00-8:30 pm. For
more information about the open house or the program contact Jean Larson at
jam.larson@gmail.com or 847-987-6949 or Kelly Pitsenberger at
pitz@bellsouth.net. Preregistration is required.

mailto:monna@stpaulsfranklin.com
mailto:am.larson@gmail.com
mailto:jam.larson@gmail.com
mailto:pitz@bellsouth.net


 30DOK
Informational Meeting – 
Junior Daughters of the King
Junior Daughters provide opportunities for girls to experience the joy of
belonging to a fellowship in which love of God, others, and self is the framework
for all they do.  If you are a rising 8th grader through twelfth grader, you are
invited to join the current Jr. Daughters – Avery, Emma, Eliza and Mimi - along
with their Senior DOK mentors on Sunday, April 7th at 3:45 at The Berry Farm
Party Barn to learn more about the possibility of becoming a Junior Daughter
yourself.  Bring a friend.  Please note the change of time/location from the
previous announcement.  We will gather informally and provide important
information prior to celebrating a Eucharist together and enjoying the church
picnic at 4:30.   Look for signs when you arrive at 320 Hughes Lane, Franklin, TN. 

Don’t let transportation keep you from coming to learn more about who we are
and what we do.  We are all excited about the continued growth of this chapter
and look forward to seeing you on April 7th .  We are beyond pleased for this
new ministry at St. Paul’s and want you to learn how you can become a Junior
Daughter and a member of the St. Therese of Lisieux Chapter.

Junior Chapters provide a safe place for
young women to meet and discuss their
faith, support and help each other, read
the Bible and pray for the needs of
children in our community and the world.  
Doesn’t that sound wonderful to you? 

Please call Phyllis Thompson (615) 337-
0932 if you would like to attend this
meeting, need help with transportation,
or if you need more information.  We
welcome your questions and thoughts.



31Outreach
Spring Street

This month we will be playing bingo.  We
will be reusing the centerpieces from the
Women's Retreat, thank you Katie, Kathy
and all who helped make them.  

We appreciate all prizes!  Small grocery or
other gift cards, lotion or other self care
items, laundry detergent, or even small
potted plants or flowers would be great.
Please think about donating a bingo prize
even if you can't be with us on the 25th.
There is a collection box right outside the
church office.  

Please review the available slots below and
click to sign up. Thank you!

https://bit.ly/springstreet-0424

From Freedom Reigns:

A special thank you to the men of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church. They fed the flock
(including all of the volunteers) and did so
with the generosity and cheer they always
do.

We are so very thankful for you!!!

https://bit.ly/springstreet-0424
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The Outreach Committee of St. Paul’s Church functions to serve nonprofit
organizations. Its vision is to share God’s Grace with those in need in Williamson
County. The mission of the Outreach Committee is to embrace community services
in Williamson County dedicated to encouraging and advancing development in all
people towards their fullest potential, and it is the intent of the committee to assist
our church community in sharing God’s grace outward into our wider community,
participating, donating and encouraging people and the organizations addressing
their needs. We intend to promote existing initiatives in our church and continue
the conversation within our church community on what we can do for our
neighbors in the fulfillment of our Christian duty.

The Outreach Committee would like to thank the parishioners of St. Paul’s for
entrusting us with such a labor of love. Your financial support is making a difference
in the lives of so many people. You are only the reason we can do this, thank you!
And, to that effect, we would like to make all aware of exactly who you are helping in
our community. So, each month, we would like to share a few of them so you might
be able to see and support these organizations.

At our February meeting, the Outreach Committee
decided to continue our gift to the St. Paul’s food
pantry. We will allocate $500 quarterly giving
approximately $2,000 a calendar year to an
organization we are all in agreement does amazing
work in our community.

We also agreed to $500 each to both Maggie Gilchrist
and Eliza Tyler who will be representing St. Paul’s as
counselors at Mountain Top this summer. Mountain
Top, an organization near and dear to our hearts, helps
families with day camps for kids and minor home
repairs to homes in Grundy County.

Our committee meets the third Tuesday of each month and is always eager to learn
from church members about groups in Williamson County that can use our church’s
extra hand up. Our best nonprofits are found through our parish! If you have any
thoughts or suggestions about organizations, please contact Monna Mayhall at
monna@stpauls.com or any other members on the committee: Will Boggs, Jim
Miller, Judy Stockton, Fred Warner, Sheila Morreale, Spencer Dibble and Angela
Lassiter.

MOUNTAIN

T.O.P.



The gifts God gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some ministers, and teachers, (some Stephen Ministers),
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13)

There are periods when one feels empty or broken-hearted, or times when
there are too many questions and not enough answers.  The help of a
Stephen Minister may be part of the answers.  We are not the solution, but
we can be the sounding board for your inner thoughts and search for
direction.  We can walk with you in search for answers.

A Stephen Minister is a layperson who will provide one-to-one Christian care
to confused or hurting people in St. Paul’s and the community.  Look over
the list of needs for care.  Are there people with needs described?  Yes, there
are many people who have these needs.  You or someone you know may be
one of them.

Please take a moment to reach out to us.  Your information is confidential.  
Our contact with the care receiver is confidential.  And the care by the
Stephen Minister is confidential.  We know that people in need of care suffer
alone and may slip through the cracks.  The Priests and congregation may
not have the means or capacity to reach out to hurting people long term.  
This is why St. Paul’s has a Stephen Ministries program.  When necessary,
we can be there for the long haul.

If you know of a situation where we might help, please contact Rusty or
Monna, call the Church Office (615-790-0527), leave a confidential email
(sm@stpaulsfranklin.com) or contact one of the Stephen Ministers below.

Marcia Wilkinson and Carol Waters, Stephen Ministry Leaders
Barbara Green            Becky Farmer          George Bishop
Jean Larson                 Scott Faulkner         Vicki Carlisle 
Kelly Pitsenberger     Jan Abstein               Sam Barcus
Heather Bottoms       Chris Oberholtzer    Sharmila Patel
Donna Thomas           Elizabeth Tyer
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Stephen Ministry



Needs for Care That 
Stephen Ministers Can Meet

Those who are grieving the loss of a loved one 
People who are hospitalized 
People being treated for cancer -- and members of their families 
Individuals who are terminally ill -- and members of their families 
People who are experiencing divorce (before, during, and after) 
Parents who have children leaving home for the military, college,
marriage, or work in another geographical area
New congregation or community members who are experiencing
transition difficulties 
Parents and families with children who have disabilities 
People recovering at home or in a rehabilitation facility after an illness
or injury 
Those who are homebound or reside in an assisted living facility or a
nursing care center 
Family members of someone (nearby or far away) who is homebound
or resides in an assisted living facility or a nursing care center 
People with a chronic illness or a long-term disability-and their
primary caregivers 
People facing birth-related issues such as infertility, adoption, an
unplanned pregnancy, or the birth of a child
People who have lost their jobs or had some other significant financial
setback
People experiencing significant job-related stress 
Family members of deployed military personnel
People in the process of downsizing to a smaller home, moving into
an assisted living situation, or changing their living arrangements in
some other way
People who are preparing to retire, who have recently retired, or who
have been forced to retire early
People affected by disasters or violence
People experiencing spiritual crisis
People with other critical needs or major life transitions that you
know about 
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Join St. Paul’s Bicentennial Society

With only four years left until St. Paul’s 200th birthday, please consider joining the
Bicentennial Society by making a donation of $1,000, payable on a schedule of your
choosing between now and 2027.

Funding from the Bicentennial Society supports our mission of preserving our past,
and securing our future by supporting various projects and events that are not
provided for in St. Paul’s annual budget. As a member, you will play an important role in
these endeavors.

Education: St. Paul’s recently hosted a History Symposium on the establishment of the
early churches in the city of Franklin. This symposium, open to the entire community,
was the first of a series of events to both educate and unite our local faith communities.
The Bicentennial Society has also helped create the history panels on display in Otey
Hall and the self-guided tour brochures of our historic nave.

Preservation: The Bicentennial Society has helped catalogue our historic documents
and photographs now maintained at the Williamson County Archives, and will soon
undertake the restoration of the broken tombstone of Bishop Otey’s son at the front
entrance of the church.

Presently, the society is helping with the repair of the historic wooded louvers above
the front doors of St. Paul’s. Keeping the historic parts of our church in good repair is a
key goal for the Bicentennial Society.

Celebration: Your membership will also support the many events currently in the
planning stages for 2027. When the Bicentennial Society was established in 2017, one of
the primary goals was to raise funds to support church-wide and community
celebrations without straining the annual operating budget of the church.

Please consider joining the Bicentennial Society and play an important role in the
Education, Preservation, and Celebration of St. Paul’s.

Gratefully,

Jay Fahey and Libby Sullivan, Bicentennial Co-chairs

Historic Reflections 35
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Stop by the Corner Gift Shop to pick up some items from the historic committee. 

Historic Committee Products 

Corner Gift Shop



37Corner Gift Shop



If you would like Holy Communion brought to you, please let us know, and
we can schedule a time for someone to visit you. For questions or if you
would like to schedule a Eucharistic Visit, you can contact Monna Mayhall at  
monna@stpaulsfranklin.com or 615-790-0527. 

If you are interested in being an usher for one of our Sunday services, please
let us know by contacting the office (shannon@stpaulsfranklin.com).  A
training class will be offered on what to expect and how to handle each
situation. 

We Need You... 38

Altar Flower Sign-Ups
If you would like to sign-up to memorialize, honor, celebrate or thank a special
person(s) with Altar Flowers, please sign up on the date of your preference by
signing up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c48abad2fa0f58-
altar.  We will also have a list hanging on the Church Bulletin board if you
prefer to sign up that way.

Holy Eucharistic Visits

Ushers For All Services Needed

The Lord's Lift
If you need a ride to church on Sunday, contact the church office before
4:00 pm on the Thursday before the Sunday that you will need a ride.  If
you can offer a ride to someone to church on Sunday, contact the church
office to be placed on a Sunday Rotation Schedule. If you have any
questions or need more information, please contact Shannon at 615-790-
0527 or shannon@stpaulsfranklin.com.

Recycling
We need the help of parishioners who would be willing to take a blue bag with
them to recycle with their own household recyclables when they come to church.
Paper is collected in the large, gray bin in the workroom next to Shannon’s office
and there is a large, green bin for glass in Otey kitchen. For more information,
please contact Shannon or any member of the recycling committee. St. Paul’s
and the environment are grateful for your help.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c48abad2fa0f58-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c48abad2fa0f58-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c48abad2fa0f58-altar
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 1      Jim Miller, A. J. Morreale, Phil Pace, Josh Bailey, Connie Dickerson

 2      Alexander Angola

 3      Heather Angola, Sam Liang

 4      Kirby Horton, Ed McCullough, Nicholas Paris, Emily Love

 5      Jo Ann Scalf, Jon Roebuck

 7      Reagan Zegley

 8      Joe Agnetta

 9      Gwen McKee

11      Carl Campbell, Justin Jones, Patti Rodocker

12     Hannah Lassiter, Sue Sieveking, Kristy Moore

14     Caroline Butler, Tim Sumja

15     Olivia Miniat, Sam Yeager

16     Abby Helper, Lea Larsen

17     Don Hughes, Callie Garner

18     Sarah Karpie, Kathleen Webster, Cindy Shapiro

19     Sean Impeartrice, Margaret Brown, Francee Preston, Sally Johnson, 

         Elizabeth Grant

20    Georgie Blackhurst

21     Ken Stansberry, Spencer Dibble

23    Laurel Aiello, Mary Emilie Acklen

24    Dawn Riddle, Kay Heller

25     Fred Warner

26     Melissa Impeartrice, Brooke Newell, Justin Bushnell, Bill Phelps

27     Gerard Helper, Shay Hall

28     Catherine Mayhew, Laura Kinnard, Louise Thurman

29     Mary Kate Brandon, Hattie Lambert

30     Ruth Travis, Will Miniat, Jeannie Jones
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April Birthdays



April Anniversaries
41

 1      Doug & Joyce Little

 2      Louise & Wallace Beauchamp

 7      Amanda & Justin Bushnell

 7      Ken Young & Karen Austin

 9      Linda & Mike Wesson

 9      Doug & Monna Mayhall

 10    Bettie & David Shepherd

 10    Lauren & William Branson

 14    Catherine & Mark Mayhew

 17    Creighton & Lynn Cook

 19    Charles & Elizabeth Marshall

 21     Ed & Lucy McCullough

 22    Ben & Susan Nance

 23    Andrea & Mark Hyssong

 24    Justin & Rebecca Pitt

 26    Frank & Trish Baugh

 28    Marne & Thomas Smith

 30    Sheila & Tony Morreale

Baptisms
William Tyler Berry, son of Davis and Mary Emily Berry, grandson of Dewees and
Kathy Berry

Harriet Edwards Berry, daughter of Becca and Coburn Berry, granddaughter of
Dewees and Kathy Berry

Births
Johnny Dibble, son of Spencer and Suzanne Dibble and brother of Jamie


