
Morning Prayer 
Saturday, April 1, 2023 

 
Opening Sentence: Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy, 'I dwell in the 

high and holy place and also with the one who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble and to revive the heart of the contrite.' Isaiah 57:15 

 

Confession: 
 Let us confess our sins to God. 

 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen.  
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.  
 

Leader:   Lord, open our lips. 
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Venite 
Antiphon: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 

 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving * and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.  
For you are a great God; * you are great above all gods.  
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it, * and your hands have molded the dry land.  
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, * and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. *  
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!  

 

Antiphon: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 
 
Psalm 108:1-6 

1 My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; * 
 I will sing and make melody. 
2 Wake up, my spirit; awake, lute and harp; * 
 I myself will waken the dawn. 
3 I will confess you among the peoples, O Lord; * 
 I will sing praises to you among the nations. 
4 For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens, * 
 and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 
5 Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, * 
 and your glory over all the earth. 
6 So that those who are dear to you may be delivered, * 
 save with your right hand and answer me. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without end. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



The Lessons 
 

The First Reading: Romans 9:1-18 
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit— I have great 
sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them 
belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them 
belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed 
forever. Amen. It is not as though the word of God had failed. For not all Israelites truly belong to Israel, and 
not all of Abraham’s children are his true descendants; but ‘It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named 
after you.’ This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of 
the promise are counted as descendants. For this is what the promise said, ‘About this time I will return and 
Sarah shall have a son.’ Nor is that all; something similar happened to Rebecca when she had conceived 
children by one husband, our ancestor Isaac. Even before they had been born or had done anything good or 
bad (so that God’s purpose of election might continue, not by works but by his call) she was told, ‘The elder 
shall serve the younger.’ As it is written, ‘I have loved Jacob, but I have hated Esau.’ 
What then are we to say? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! For he says to Moses, ‘I will have 
mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’ So it depends not 
on human will or exertion, but on God who shows mercy. For the scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘I have raised 
you up for the very purpose of showing my power in you, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the 
earth.’ So then he has mercy on whomsoever he chooses, and he hardens the heart of whomsoever he chooses. 
  

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle: A Song of the Redeemed 

O ruler of the universe, Lord God, great deeds are they that you have done, * 
surpassing human understanding. 
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * O King of all the ages. 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, and sing the praises of your Name? * 
for you only are the holy One. 
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *  
because your just and holy works have been revealed. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
The Gospel Reading: John 6:60-71 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?’ But Jesus, being 
aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, ‘Does this offend you? Then what if you were 
to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not believe.’ For 
Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray 
him. And he said, ‘For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the 
Father.’ Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked 
the twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’ Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom can we go? You have 
the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.’ Jesus 
answered them, ‘Did I not choose you, the twelve? Yet one of you is a devil.’ He was speaking of Judas son 
of Simon Iscariot, for he, though one of the twelve, was going to betray him. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



 
The Apostles’ Creed (read in unison) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  
 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Suffrages 
Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
Day by day we bless you; 
We praise your Name for ever. 
Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
For we put our trust in you. 
In you, Lord, is our hope; 
And we shall never hope in vain. 

 
The Collect: The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people 
grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of 
the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 
A Collect for Saturdays 

Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested from all your works and sanctified a day of rest for 
all your creatures: Grant that we, putting away all earthly anxieties, may be duly prepared for the service of 
your sanctuary, and that our rest here upon earth may be a preparation for the eternal rest promised to your 
people in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Concluding Sentence: 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God 
from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21  

 
 
 
 


