
Morning Prayer 
Friday, March 31, 2023 

 
Opening Sentence: Their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world. Psalm 19:4 
 

Confession: 
 Let us confess our sins to God. 

 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen.  
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.  
 

Leader:   Lord, open our lips. 
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Venite 
Antiphon: The Lord is glorious in his saints: Come let us adore him. 

 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving * and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.  
For you are a great God; * you are great above all gods.  
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it, * and your hands have molded the dry land.  
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, * and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. *  
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!  

 

Antiphon: The Lord is glorious in his saints: Come let us adore him. 
 

Psalm 22:24-30 
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
 I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
 "May your heart live forever!" 
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 
 and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
 he rules over the nations. 
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
 all who go down to the dust fall before him. 
29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 
 they shall be known as the Lord's forever. 
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
 the saving deeds that he has done. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



The Lessons 
 

The First Reading: Romans 11:13-24 
Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I glorify my ministry in 
order to make my own people jealous, and thus save some of them. For if their rejection is the reconciliation 
of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead! If the part of the dough offered as first 
fruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; and if the root is holy, then the branches also are holy. But if some 
of the branches were broken off, and you, a wild olive shoot, were grafted in their place to share the rich 
root of the olive tree, do not vaunt yourselves over the branches. If you do vaunt yourselves, remember that 
it is not you that support the root, but the root that supports you. You will say, ‘Branches were broken off so 
that I might be grafted in.’ That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand only 
through faith. So do not become proud, but stand in awe. For if God did not spare the natural branches, 
perhaps he will not spare you. Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity towards those who 
have fallen, but God’s kindness towards you, provided you continue in his kindness; otherwise you also will 
be cut off. And even those of Israel, if they do not persist in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the 
power to graft them in again. For if you have been cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree and grafted, 
contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these natural branches be grafted back 
into their own olive tree. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle: A Song to the Lamb 
Splendor and honor and kingly power * are yours by right, O Lord our God, 
For you created everything that is, * and by your will they were created and have their being; 
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 
From every family, language, people, and nation, * a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 
And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * forever and for evermore. 
 

The Gospel Reading: John 12:1-10 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the 
dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 
Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. 
The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who 
was about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given 
to the poor?’ (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought it so that she 
might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.’ 
When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only because of Jesus but also to 
see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed (read in unison) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  
 

 
 



Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Suffrages 
Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
Day by day we bless you; 
We praise your Name for ever. 
Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
For we put our trust in you. 
In you, Lord, is our hope; 
And we shall never hope in vain. 

 

The Collect: The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people 
grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of 
the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

A Collect for the Renewal of Life 
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of death into the 
morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the 
way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness while it was day, we may, when night comes, 
rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Concluding Sentence: 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God 
from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21  

 
 
 
 
 


