
Morning Prayer 
Thursday, March 30, 2023 

 
Opening Sentence: The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. Habakkuk 2:20 
 

Confession: 
 Let us confess our sins to God. 

 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen.  
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.  
 

Leader:   Lord, open our lips. 
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Venite 
Antiphon: The Spirit of the Lord renews the face of the Earth: Come let us adore him. 

 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving * and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.  
For you are a great God; * you are great above all gods.  
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it, * and your hands have molded the dry land.  
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, * and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. *  
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!  

 

Antiphon: The Spirit of the Lord renews the face of the Earth: Come let us adore him. 
 
Psalm 133 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
 when brethren live together in unity! 
2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 
 that runs down upon the beard, 
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
 and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 
 that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 
 life for evermore. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 

 

The First Reading: Romans 11:1-12 
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 
member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know 
what the scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel? ‘Lord, they have killed your prophets, 
they have demolished your altars; I alone am left, and they are seeking my life.’ But what is the divine reply to 



him? ‘I have kept for myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal.’ So too at the present 
time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise 
grace would no longer be grace. What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, 
but the rest were hardened, as it is written, ‘God gave them a sluggish spirit, eyes that would not see and ears 
that would not hear, down to this very day.’ And David says, ‘Let their table become a snare and a trap, a 
stumbling-block and a retribution for them; let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, and keep their 
backs forever bent.’ So I ask, have they stumbled so as to fall? By no means! But through their 
stumbling salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. Now if their stumbling means 
riches for the world, and if their defeat means riches for Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion 
mean! 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle: A Song of Moses 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * the Lord has become my Savior. 
This is my God and I will praise him, * the God of my people and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a mighty warrior; * Yahweh is his Name. 
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * they sank into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * who is like you, glorious in holiness, 
awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 
You stretched forth your right hand; * the earth swallowed them up. 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 
with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. 
You will bring them in and plant them * on the mount of your possession, 
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
The Lord shall reign * forever and forever. Amen. 

 
The Gospel Reading: John 10:19-42 

Again the Jews were divided because of these words. Many of them were saying, ‘He has a demon and is out 
of his mind. Why listen to him?’ Others were saying, ‘These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can 
a demon open the eyes of the blind?’ At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It 
was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him 
and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ Jesus answered, 
‘I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do 
not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow 
me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my 
Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and 
I are one.’ The Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus replied, ‘I have shown you many good works 
from the Father. For which of these are you going to stone me?’ The Jews answered, ‘It is not for a good 
work that we are going to stone you, but for blasphemy, because you, though only a human being, are making 
yourself God.’ Jesus answered, ‘Is it not written in your law, “I said, you are gods”? If those to whom the 
word of God came were called “gods”—and the scripture cannot be annulled— can you say that the one 
whom the Father has sanctified and sent into the world is blaspheming because I said, “I am God’s Son”? If 
I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me. But if I do them, even though you do not 
believe me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the 



Father.’ Then they tried to arrest him again, but he escaped from their hands. He went away again across the 
Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing earlier, and he remained there. Many came to him, and 
they were saying, ‘John performed no sign, but everything that John said about this man was true.’ And many 
believed in him there. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The Apostles’ Creed (read in unison) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  
 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Suffrages 
Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
Day by day we bless you; 
We praise your Name for ever. 
Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
For we put our trust in you. 
In you, Lord, is our hope; 
And we shall never hope in vain. 

 
The Collect: The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people 
grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of 
the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 
A Collect for the Renewal of Life 

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of death into the 
morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the 
way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness while it was day, we may, when night comes, 
rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Concluding Sentence: 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God 
from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21  

 
 


