
 
February 5, 2023 

The Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany 
8:45 am, 11:00 am and 6:00 pm 

 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 
Prelude: 

8:45 am: Make Me a Blessing- Shuler 
11:00 am: Von Gott will ich nicht lassen (From God I Will Not Wander)- BuxWV220  Dietrich Buxtehude 

 

Processional Hymn (Sung at 8:45 & 11:00 am services):  
Praise to the Living God                   H-372, vs 1, 2, and 4  
 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.               BCP, p. 355 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you… Through Christ our Lord 
People Amen. 
 

Gloria (Spoken at 6 pm & sung at 8:45/11 am: S-280)                                        BCP, p. 356  
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
In the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.       
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life which you have made known 
to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

 

 
The First Lesson:                                                                                      Isaiah 58:1-9a 

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob 
their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. “Why 
do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast 
day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as 
you do today will not make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down 
the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? Is not this the 
fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break 
every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the 
naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your 



healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you 
shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 112:1-9 (Spoken responsively.)                           BCP, p. 755 

1 Hallelujah! 
Happy are they who fear the Lord * 
and have great delight in his commandments! 

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; * 
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, * 
and their righteousness will last for ever. 

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; * 
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

5 It is good for them to be generous in lending * 
and to manage their affairs with justice. 

6 For they will never be shaken; * 
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; * 
their heart is right; 
they put their trust in the Lord. 

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, * 
until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

9 They have given freely to the poor, * 
and their righteousness stands fast for ever; 
they will hold up their head with honor. 

 

The Second Lesson:             1 Corinthians 2:1-12 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 
For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear 
and in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. Yet among the mature 
we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak 
God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood 
this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him”— these things God has revealed to us through 
the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except 
the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by 
God. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God.  

 

 
 

(At the 8:45 and 11:00 am services, during the singing of the Gospel hymn,  
a wooden cross will be carried down the center aisle and  

the children are invited to follow and to go to  
Children’s chapel- they will rejoin their family at the Peace) 

 

Gospel Hymn (Sung at 8:45 & 11 am services):  
Help Us, O Lord, to Learn      H-628 

 

 



The Holy Gospel:                                     Matthew 5:13-20 

Reader     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No 
one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tel l 
you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 
Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, 
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon                      The Reverend W.R. “Rusty” McCown 
 

The Nicene Creed                    BCP, p. 358 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People: Form IV                      BCP, p. 388 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in 
your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  
 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy.     People: Hear our prayer.  
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and 
serve the common good.   
 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy.     People: Hear our prayer.  
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others 
and to your honor and glory.   
 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy.     People: Hear our prayer.  
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he 
loves us.   
 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy.     People: Hear our prayer.  
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring 
them the joy of your salvation.  
 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy.     People: Hear our prayer.  
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share 
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.   
 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy.     People: Hear our prayer.  
 
Confession of Sin                   BCP, p. 360 

Celebrant says: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 



neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 

 
The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 

 

(Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.) 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Offertory Anthem: Simple Gifts- Shaker tune, arr. Mark Schweizer  
 
Presentation Hymn:  All People That on Earth Do Dwell                     H-377, vs 1 and 5    

            All people that on earth do dwell,  
            Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
            Him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell, 
            Come ye before him and rejoice. 
  

            To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
            The God whom heaven and earth adore, 
            From men and from the angel host 
            Be praise and glory evermore. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving – Eucharistic Prayer A                           BCP, p. 361 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

…Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
forever sing this hymn to proclaim  
the glory of your Name: 
   

Sanctus (Spoken at 6 pm & *sung at 8:45/11 am: S-130)                    BCP, p. 367 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.   
(*Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.) 
Heaven and earth are (*full,) full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. (*Hosanna in the highest.)  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. *(Hosanna in the highest.) 

 

…Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 
…And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                      BCP, p. 364 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread  
 

 
 



Fraction Anthem:  
Christ our Passover (Spoken at 6:00 pm)                                   BCP, p. 364  
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Christ our Passover (Sung at 8:45 & 11:00 am)                                     
Hymnal, S-154  

             Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
            Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
            Therefore let us keep the feast. 
            Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
We invite all persons to join us at this Table as you are directed to by the usher.  

If you are unable to come forward, please notify an usher and we will serve you in your pew.  
If you need to receive a gluten-free host, please extend hands,  

crossed, palms down when you come forward to receive. 
For directions to take communion, please refer to the take-out insert. 

 

Music During Communion 
He That is Down- Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 

The Prayer after Communion                      BCP, p. 365 
Celebrant: Let us pray.  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
 

Recessional Hymn (Sung at 8:45 & 11: 00 am services):  
God of Grace and God of Glory                          H-594  
 

Dismissal: 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

 
Postlude: 
8:45 am: This Little Light of Mine- Traditional Spiritual 
11:00 am: Fugue on the Kyrie- François Couperin 
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TODAY – February 5, 2023 

Holy Eucharist at 7:30 am, 8:45 am, 11:00 am and 6:00 pm 

 
St. Paul’s Christian Formation Today 

• 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM Children’s Chapel 
• 9:45 AM Biscuit Minute Come grab a biscuit and refreshment in Founders Hall before Christian Formation 
begins 
• 10:00 AM Christian Formation (All Ages) 
• 10:00 AM Youth Confirmation Class 
• 5-7:00 PM Episcopal Youth Group (EYG) - We will meet for games, dinner, and compline 

  
Seekers Class 2023 
Beginning Sunday, February 12 our annual “Seekers” Class will begin. This is traditionally a class given for those adults 
who wish to join the church through Confirmation or Reception. However, please know that all are welcome, 
especially current congregants of St. Paul’s who would like a refresher course. We will look at church subjects such as 
worship, church history, and Episcopal theology. The course will last seven weeks, ending the week before Palm 
Sunday. We will meet each Sunday at 10:00 in our Barnabas annex which is the building located behind the church on 
Fair St. The diocesan bishop will then make his annual visit to St. Paul’s for Confirmation on May 21. If you have any 
questions please contact Rusty via email: rusty@stpaulsfranklin.com or by phone 615-790-0527. 
 
St. Paul’s Annual Meeting 
If you weren’t able to attend, please view our annual report here: ANNUAL  
https://www.stpaulsfranklin.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Annual-Meeting-012923-rev-2.pdf 
 
God Talks – Adult Christian Formation  
Sundays during the Christian Formation Hour at 10am in Otey 
Encounters with God: A Discussion About - We all hope for encounters with God, but we do not get to choose 
when or where they happen. It was the same for people we read about in the Old Testament and the New 
Testament. There are plenty of lessons to be learned from people’s experiences of their meetings with God. Our 
class will dedicate the next several weeks to digging deeper into some passages that tell these stories of people and 
their encounters with God. 
 
Pancake Supper – Parish-Wide! 
Tuesday, February 21st from 5:30-7:00 pm in Otey Hall 
First, our annual Pancake Supper is fast approaching! As always, proceeds from the Pancake Supper will help 
offset the cost of our trip to Mountain T.O.P. this summer. Volunteer here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c48abad2fa0f58-pancake#/ 
 
Ash Wednesday 
Services at 7:00 am, 12:00 noon and 6:00 pm  
Wednesday Feb 22 is Ash Wednesday, marking the beginning of  the Season of  Lent, a penitential time in the 
church.  Ashes are an ancient sign of  penitence. From the Middle Ages it became the custom to begin Lent (the 
forty days before Easter) by being marked in ash with the sign of  the cross. The reminder that we are dust turns 

https://www.stpaulsfranklin.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Annual-Meeting-012923-rev-2.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c48abad2fa0f58-pancake#/


our attention to the creative power of  God, and God’s ability to heal the brokenness in our lives when we offer 
that brokenness to God. That turning to God is the work of  Lent, preparation for the celebration of  Jesus’s 
resurrection on Easter Day. On Ash Wednesday, we are offering 3 times for you to join with the community of  
faith in receiving the imposition of  ashes.   
 
Lenten Meditations: Who is My Neighbor? 

According to The Book of Common Prayer, Lent provides us with the opportunity for self-examination, 
repentance, prayer, fasting and self-denial; and to read and meditate on God’s holy word (BCP, p 265).  This 
Lenten Season, Episcopal Relief & Development invites you to join us, as we meditate on the commandment to 
love our neighbor and consider the meaning of this fundamental instruction in our daily lives.  “Who is my 
neighbor?” Email Shannon to receive a meditation in your inbox each day (shannon@stpaulsfranklin.com). May 
God richly bless you this Lenten season. 

Holy Living, Holy Ending- Planning for Aging and End-of-Life Matters 
Sunday mornings during Lent at 10:00 in Otey Hall, beginning Feb 26.  
The Season of Lent is an appropriate time to intentionally consider our mortality.  
At some point, our time on earth will come to an end, yet we are promised that death is not the final end, for there 
is everlasting life in God.  But now, how do we prepare for the transition and what does end of life planning ensure 
for those we leave behind? There are many options and decisions to make when it comes to responsible planning 
for end of life for ourselves or for those we love.  We are offering a series during Lent, entitled Holy Living, Holy 
Ending. This is an opportunity to hear experts discuss topics covering Elder Law, Evaluating Needs, Hospice 
Care, Final Resting Place, and Funeral Planning.  

 
Lenten Programs - Wednesday Evenings - March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
The Psalms that are assigned for the Sundays provide us with plenty to reflect on during this Holy Season.  On 
Wednesday nights during Lent, we will spend time digging deeper, studying the Psalm that we will say together the 
following Sunday.  “You are dust and to dust you shall return.” 
5:00 PM Stations of the Cross in the Sanctuary 
5:30 PM Supper in Otey (look for to sign-up to bring food) 
6:00 -6:45 PM  *Psalms of Lent – Program for Adults 
6:00-6:45 PM  Program for Children  
Children will be exploring the season of  Lent through stories, drawing, and reader's theater in Founder's Hall during 
the Lenten Series on Wednesdays during Lent beginning March 1st. If  your child is planning to participate and is at 
least 5 years old, email libby@stpaulsfranklin.com so that we have plenty of  materials for everyone. The nursery will 
be available for children under 5. Please let Libby know if  you plan to use the nursery. 
 
Book Study: The Church Cracked Open 
Every Monday in February from 6:30-8:00 pm via Zoom 
The CHURCH CRACKED OPEN: Disruption, Decline, and New Hope for Beloved Community by The Rev. 
Canon Stephanie Spellers, takes readers on an incredible journey exploring the American story and the Episcopal 
story in hopes of  finding out how we can embody beloved community in our own broken but beautiful way. The 
Beloved Community of  St. Paul’s Franklin is offering a discussion series via Zoom. Please register in advance to 
receive the Zoom link:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqf-6hrjkpE92MJN7DkeQi6d1Gep-BMeUB 
If  you need help finding the book or for more information, please contact Monna Mayhall 
at monna@stpaulsfranklin. 
 
Weekly Bible Readings  
Weekly Bible Reading cards are now available in the narthex.  The readings, based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary, are arranged for you to read on a daily basis leading up to the Sunday for which they are assigned.  Our 
hope is that this provides a way for you to deepen your knowledge, prepare for Sunday worship, and become more 
familiar with themes of  the church calendar.  
 

mailto:libby@stpaulsfranklin.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqf-6hrjkpE92MJN7DkeQi6d1Gep-BMeUB


 
Saint Paul’s Young Adults 
Our Young Adults program is a group of  about 15 adults, open to anyone who feels that they belong in this category. 
We meet monthly for fellowship and outings around Franklin (we are the reigning trivia champions at Neighbors’ in 
Cool Springs). For more information or to be added to our GroupMe, reach out to nic@stpaulsfranklin.com. 
 
Parish Outreach – “Chef  For the Night” 
Sunday, Feb. 19, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m at 626 Eastview Circle, Franklin 
We’re headed to My Friend’s House (MFH) to cook with the boys! The evening helps teach important life skills in 
cooking and simply socializing. We would love some of  our St. Paul’s men to join in, as you are exceptional role 
models for these young people. If  you would like to help, please contact Pat McCracken at 
pat@newleafpartners.com or 615-351-1113, or Mishelle Phillips at shellbokey@gmail.com or 615-403-0703. 
 
Book Club Event  
Tuesday, February 28 at 6:30 pm in Otey Hall 
This month's book club will host a parish-wide event with Suzanne and Alan Robertson, featuring Suzanne's book He 
Called Me Sister: A True Story of  Finding Humanity on Death Row. The story is about Cecil Johnson and the Robertsons, 
who built a lasting, life-changing friendship with Johnson. This is not the usual book club format, but an opportunity 
for the Robertsons to tell their story. Heavy hors d'oeuvres, wine, tea, coffee and water will be available. Our regular 
format will resume in March where we will discuss The Bookwoman's Daughter by Kim Michele Richardson. All of  
our planned titles will be bumped a month and our next regular book club will be in Founders Hall on March 28.  
 
Contemplative Prayer – Lectio Divina 
Wednesdays at 11 am in Damascus 
Lectio divina contemplative prayer will be held every Wednesday from 11am-12pm in Damascus. 
 
Coffee Club 
Wednesdays from 6:45-8am in Barnabas 
Come join the men of  St. Paul’s bible study with Rev. Rusty.  
 
Weaver’s Guild 
Wednesdays from 9:00 am-12:00 pm in Barnabas 
St. Paul’s Weaver’s Guild has kicked off, come join us! For more information, contact Donna Stokes-Rogers at 
donnastokesrogers@gmail.com. 
 
Women in Theological Studies (WITS)  
Thursdays, 9:30 am-11:00 am in Barnabas 
We are continuing a book study series based on Walking Home: From Eden to Emmaus by Margaret Guenther. Feb 
9 – Discuss Chapters 9-12, Feb 16 – Discuss Chapters 13-17. If  you have any questions about WITS or wish to be 
added to our weekly reminder email, contact Monna Mayhall at monna@stpaulsfranklin.com or 615-790-0527. 

 
Zoom Groups  
Contact facilitator or office (Shannon@stpaulsfranklin.com)   
Mondays 

∙ 8:00 AM Contemplative Prayer (Gerald Hancock) 

∙ 6:00 PM K-Group (Gerald Hancock) 
Tuesday 

∙ 10:20 AM Lectionary Class (ctcrumpton@hotmail.com) 
Thursdays 

∙ 4:00-5:30 PM Meditation and Reflection (Gerald Hancock) 
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