
Morning Prayer 
Friday, Feb. 24, 2023 

Feast Day of St. Mathias 
 

Opening Sentence: Their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world. Psalm 19:4 
 

Confession: 
 Let us confess our sins to God. 

 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen.  
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.  
 

Leader:   Lord, open our lips. 
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Venite 
Antiphon: The Lord is glorious in his saints: Come let us adore him. 

 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving * and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.  
For you are a great God; * you are great above all gods.  
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it, * and your hands have molded the dry land.  
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, * and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. *  
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!  

 

Antiphon: The Lord is glorious in his saints: Come let us adore him. 
 
Psalm 80:14-18 

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend this vine; * 
preserve what your right hand has planted. 
15 They burn it with fire like rubbish; * 
at the rebuke of your countenance let them perish. 
16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
and son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 
17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without end. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

The First Reading: I Samuel 16:1-13 
1 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over 
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the 



Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel 
did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, 
and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. 6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the 
Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because 
I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither 
has the Lord chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord 
chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord 
has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains 
yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not 
sit down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, 
and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn 
of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David 
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

  

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle: A Song to the Lamb 
Splendor and honor and kingly power * are yours by right, O Lord our God, 
For you created everything that is, * and by your will they were created and have their being; 
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 
From every family, language, people, and nation, * a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 
And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * forever and for evermore. 
 

The Gospel Reading: John 1:35-42 
35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 
exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 
Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said 
to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ 39He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ 
They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in 
the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated 
Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are 
to be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter). 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed (read in unison) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  
 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Suffrages 
Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
Day by day we bless you; 
We praise your Name for ever. 
Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
For we put our trust in you. 
In you, Lord, is our hope; 
And we shall never hope in vain. 

 

The Collect: Ash Wednesday 
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: 
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 
wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Collect of the Day: Saint Matthias 
O Almighty God, who in the place of Judas chose your faithful servant Matthias to be numbered among the 
Twelve: Grant that your Church, being delivered from false apostles, may always be ordered and guided by 
faithful and true pastors; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Concluding Sentence: 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God 
from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21  

 
 
 
 
 


