
Morning Prayer 
Thursday, Feb. 23, 2023 

 
Opening Sentence: The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. Habakkuk 2:20 
 

Confession: 
 Let us confess our sins to God. 

 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen.  
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.  
 

Leader:   Lord, open our lips. 
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Venite 
Antiphon: The Spirit of the Lord renews the face of the Earth: Come let us adore him. 

 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving * and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.  
For you are a great God; * you are great above all gods.  
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it, * and your hands have molded the dry land.  
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, * and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. *  
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!  

 

Antiphon: The Spirit of the Lord renews the face of the Earth: Come let us adore him. 
 
Psalm 37:1-10  

1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; * 
do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, * 
and like the green grass fade away. 
3 Put your trust in the Lord and do good; * 
dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 
4 Take delight in the Lord, * 
and he shall give you your heart's desire. 
5 Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him, * 
and he will bring it to pass. 
6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the light * 
and your just dealing as the noonday. 
7 Be still before the Lord * 
and wait patiently for him. 
8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, * 
the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; * 
do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 
10 For evildoers shall be cut off, * 
but those who wait upon the Lord shall possess the land. 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without end. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

The First Reading: Deuteronomy 7:6-11 
6 For you are a people holy to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples 
on earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 7 It was not because you were more numerous than any 
other people that the Lord set his heart on you and chose you for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 It was 
because the Lord loved you and kept the oath that he swore to your ancestors, that the Lord has brought you 
out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who maintains covenant loyalty 
with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, 10 and who repays in their 
own person those who reject him. He does not delay but repays in their own person those who reject him. 11 
Therefore, observe diligently the commandment the statutes, and the ordinances that I am commanding you 
today. 

  

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle: A Song of Moses 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * the Lord has become my Savior. 
This is my God and I will praise him, * the God of my people and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a mighty warrior; * Yahweh is his Name. 
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * they sank into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * who is like you, glorious in holiness, 
awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 
You stretched forth your right hand; * the earth swallowed them up. 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 
with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. 
You will bring them in and plant them * on the mount of your possession, 
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
The Lord shall reign * forever and forever. Amen. 

 
The Gospel Reading: John 1:29-34 

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he 
was before me.' 31 I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might 
be revealed to Israel." 32 And John testified, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 34 And I 
myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God." 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 



The Apostles’ Creed (read in unison) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  
 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Suffrages 
Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
Day by day we bless you; 
We praise your Name for ever. 
Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
For we put our trust in you. 
In you, Lord, is our hope; 
And we shall never hope in vain. 

 
The Collect: Ash Wednesday 

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: 
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 
wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
A Collect for the Renewal of Life 

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of death into the 
morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the 
way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness while it was day, we may, when night comes, 
rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Concluding Sentence: 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God 
from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21  

 
 
 
 
 


