New Zealand Morning Prayer
Monday, May 3, 2021
The Preparation: Alleluia! Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Leader:
People:

Great is the Lord and worthy of all praise.
Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and honor, power and might,
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.

Canticle: Christ our Passover (read in unison)
Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
Christ has been raised from the dead, *
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.
Leader: Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us praise and worship God who has called us together. Let us celebrate God’s
majesty, and delight in the wonder of God’s love. Together we shall confess our sins and receive assurance that we are
forgiven. As the scriptures are read, we can allow God’s word to speak to us, and ponder its meaning for our lives. In our
prayers, we give thanks for God’s goodness, we pray for others as well as for ourselves, and we offer our lives anew in
Christ’s service. All this we do, because we believe in the presence among us of our Savior Jesus Christ, and in the mighty
power of the Holy Spirit.
Hear these words of scripture: One of the following sentences is read.
As God who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct.
Spirit of God, search our hearts.
or
If we claim to be sinless, we are self-deceived and strangers to the truth.
If we confess our sins, God is just and may be trusted to forgive our sins
and cleanse us from every kind of wrong.
Spirit of God, search our hearts.
or
Love one another, for love is of God,
and whoever loves is born of God and knows God.
Spirit of God, search our hearts.
Let us pause in silence, and remember our need for God’s forgiveness.
Silence
Let us confess our sins to God.
Almighty and merciful God, we have sinned against you, in thought, word, and deed. We have not loved you
with all our heart. We have not loved others as our Savior Christ loves us. We are truly sorry. In your mercy
forgive what we have been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Almighty God, who pardons all who truly repent, forgive our sins, strengthen us by the Holy Spirit, and keep us in life
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.
The Ministry of the Word:
O come, let us sing to the Lord,
let us rejoice in the rock of our salvation.
We sing to you, O God, and bless your name;
and tell of your salvation from day to day.
We proclaim your glory to the nations,
your praise to the ends of the earth.
Psalm 57
1 Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful, for I have taken refuge in you; *
in the shadow of your wings will I take refuge until this time of trouble has gone by.
2 I will call upon the Most High God, * the God who maintains my cause.
3 He will send from heaven and save me; he will confound those who trample upon me; *
God will send forth his love and his faithfulness.
4 I lie in the midst of lions that devour the people; * their teeth are spears and arrows, their tongue a sharp sword.
5 They have laid a net for my feet, and I am bowed low; *
they have dug a pit before me, but have fallen into it themselves.
6 Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, * and your glory over all the earth.
7 My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; * I will sing and make melody.
8 Wake up, my spirit; awake, lute and harp; * I myself will waken the dawn.
9 I will confess you among the peoples, O Lord; * I will sing praise to you among the nations.
10 For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens, * and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
11 Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, * and your glory over all the earth.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Lessons
The First Reading: Colossians 4:2-18
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time pray for us as well that God will
open to us a door for the word, that we may declare the mystery of Christ, for which I am in prison, 4 so that I may reveal
it clearly, as I should. 5 Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time. 6 Let your speech always
be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer everyone. 7 Tychicus will tell you all the
news about me; he is a beloved brother, a faithful minister, and a fellow servant in the Lord. 8 I have sent him to you for
this very purpose, so that you may know how we are and that he may encourage your hearts; 9 he is coming with Onesimus,
the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will tell you about everything here. 10 Aristarchus my fellow
prisoner greets you, as does Mark the cousin of Barnabas, concerning whom you have received instructions if he comes to
you, welcome him. 11 And Jesus who is called Justus greets you. These are the only ones of the circumcision among my coworkers for the kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ
Jesus, greets you. He is always wrestling in his prayers on your behalf, so that you may stand mature and fully assured in
everything that God wills. 13 For I testify for him that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in
Hierapolis. 14 Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas greet you. 15 Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters in
Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house. 16 And when this letter has been read among you, have it read also
in the church of the Laodiceans; and see that you read also the letter from Laodicea. 17 And say to Archippus, “See that
you complete the task that you have received in the Lord.” 18 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my
chains. Grace be with you.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 19: A Song of the Redeemed
O ruler of the universe, Lord God, great deeds are they that you have done, *surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, and sing the praises of your Name? * for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, * because your just and holy works have been revealed.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Second Reading: Luke 7:36-50
36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table. 37
And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster
jar of ointment. 38 She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them
with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who
had invited him saw it, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman
this is who is touching him that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to
you.” “Teacher,” he replied, “Speak.” 41 “A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other
fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?” 43
Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt.” And Jesus said to him, “You have judged
rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave
me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss,
but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has
anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has
shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” 48 Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49
But those who were at the table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 And
he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
The Apostles′ Creed: (read in unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Lord be with you.
The Lord bless you.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Make your ways known upon earth, O God,
your saving power among all peoples.
Renew your Church in holiness,
and help us to serve you with joy.
Guide the leaders of this and every nation,
that justice may prevail throughout the world.
Let not the needy, O God, be forgotten,
nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Make us instruments of your peace,
and let your glory be over all the earth.

A Collect of the Day: Fifth Sunday of Easter
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way,
the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
For the Human Family
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole
human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us
in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good
time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For Prisons and Correctional Institutions
Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and prisons with your pity and judgment.
Remember all prisoners, and bring the guilty to repentance and amendment of life according to your will, and give them
hope for their future. When any are held unjustly, bring them release; forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice.
Remember those who work in these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them from becoming
brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord, we do for you, constrain us to improve their lot. All
this we ask for your mercy's sake. Amen.
For the Victims of Addiction
Blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: Look with compassion upon all who through addiction have lost
their health and freedom. Restore to them the assurance of your unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears that beset
them; strengthen them in the work of their recovery; and to those who care for them, give patient understanding and
persevering love. Amen.
Collect for Morning:
Holy and ever-living God, by your power we are created and by your love we are redeemed; guide and strengthen us by
your Spirit, that we may give ourselves to your service, and live each day in love to one another and to you, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, help us, heavenly Father, to trust your love, to serve your purpose,
and to praise your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Dismissal:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all. Amen.
Let us go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.
Amen. We go in the name of Christ.

