Enriching Our Worship Morning Prayer
Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2021
Opening Sentence: Their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world. Psalm 19:4
Confession:
Let us confess our sins to God.
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and
serve only your will. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
Leader: O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.
People: And your glory all the day long.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
The Venite

Antiphon: Our God is full of compassion and mercy: O come let us worship.

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving * and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.
For you are a great God; * you are great above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills are yours also.
The sea is yours, for you made it, * and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, * and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. *
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!
Antiphon: Our God is full of compassion and mercy: O come let us worship.

The Psalms (choose one of the following)
Psalm 63:1-8
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; * my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *
that I might behold your power and your glory.
For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; * my lips shall give you praise.
So will I bless you as long as I live * and lift up my hands in your Name.
My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, * and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
When I remember you upon my bed, * and meditate on you in the night watches.
For you have been my helper, * and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
My soul clings to you; * your right hand holds me fast.
Antiphon: O God, you are my God; from break of day I seek you.
or

Psalm 67:1-5
O God, be merciful to us and bless us, * show us the light of your countenance and come to us.
Let your ways be known upon earth, * your saving health among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; * let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the
nations upon earth. Let the peoples praise you, O God; * let all the peoples praise you.
Antiphon: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
or

Psalm 134
Behold now, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, *
you that stand by night in the house of the LORD.
Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the LORD; *
the LORD who made heaven and earth bless you out of Zion.
Antiphon: Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established the moon and the sun.
or

Psalm 141:1-3,8ab
O LORD, I call to you; come to me quickly; * hear my voice when I cry to you.
Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, *
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
Set a watch before my mouth, O LORD, and guard the door of my lips; *
let not my heart incline to any evil thing. My eyes are turned to you, Lord GOD; *
in you I take refuge.
Antiphon: Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands like the
evening sacrifice.
The Lessons
The First Reading: I Samuel 16:1-13
1 The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.’ 2 Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the Lord
said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.’ 4 Samuel did what
the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said,
‘Do you come peaceably?’ 5 He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and
come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.’ 7 But
the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected
him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the
heart.’ 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen
this one.’ 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 10 Jesse
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of
these.’ 11 Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is
keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes
here.’ 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord
said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel
then set out and went to Ramah.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle: The Third Song of Isaiah
Arise, shine, for your light has come, * and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the land; * deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.
But over you the Lord will rise, * and his glory will appear upon you.
Nations will stream to your light, * and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
Your gates will always be open; * by day or night they will never be shut.
They will call you, The City of the Lord, * The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land, * ruin or destruction within your borders.
You will call your walls, Salvation, * and all your portals, Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day; * by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.
The Lord will be your everlasting light, * and your God will be your glory.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Second Reading: I John 2:18-25
18 Children, it is the last hour! As you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come.
From this we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they did not belong to us; for if they
had belonged to us, they would have remained with us. But by going out they made it plain that none of them
belongs to us. 20 But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and all of you have knowledge. 21 I write to
you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and you know that no lie comes from the
truth. 22 Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who
denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; everyone who confesses the Son
has the Father also. 24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the
beginning abides in you, then you will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is what he has promised
us, eternal life.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
Canticle: The Song of Zechariah
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers * and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, * holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * for you will go before the Lord to
prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation * by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God * the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Apostles’ Creed (read in unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Leader:
People:
Leader:

Hear our cry, O God.
And listen to our prayer.
Let us pray.

V. Help us, O God our Savior;
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.
V. Look upon your congregation;
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.
V. Declare your glory among the nations;
R. And your wonders among all peoples.
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
The Collect: Saint Matthias
O Almighty God, who in the place of Judas chose your faithful servant Matthias to be numbered among the
Twelve: Grant that your Church, being delivered from false apostles, may always be ordered and guided by
faithful and true pastors; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
A Collect for Peace
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength known but
the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the
Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and forever. Amen.
For our Country
Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech you that we may always
prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with honorable industry,
sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance,
and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion us into one united people. Endue with the spirit of
wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and
peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we may show forth your praise among the nations of
the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our
trust in you to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For the President of the United States and all in Civil Authority
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to your merciful care, that,
being guided by your Providence, we may dwell secure in your peace. Grant to the President of the United
States, the Governor of this State and to all in authority, wisdom and strength to know and to do your will. Fill
them with the love of truth and righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people
in your fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world
without end. Amen.
Concluding Sentence:
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God
from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21

