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Voluntary: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel—arr. Albert Zabel
Choir

played by the Handbell
and Rick Jackson, organist

Matin Responsory: I look from afar- Palestrina (c. 1525-1594), arr. Cleobury
Adult Choir
Soloists: Mark Hyssong and Iain Macpherson
I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth.
Go ye out to meet him and say: Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel?
High and low, rich and poor, one with another, Go ye out to meet him and say:
Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep.
Tell us, art thou he that should come?
Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign over thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth.
Go ye out to meet him and say: Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel?
Choir and Congregational Hymn-56, vs 1, 3, 6 and 7:

O Come, O Come,

Emmanuel
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear,
Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O Come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, free them from Satan's tyranny;
that trust thy mighty power to save and give them victory o'er the grave;
Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer our spirits by thy drawing nigh;,
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight;
Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid thou our sad divisions cease and be thyself our King of Peace.
Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
A Bidding Prayer (Officiant)
Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to
hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in the
manger. Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of
our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus and let us
look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise. But first, let us
pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the
Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this city. And because
he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry
and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children,
as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. Finally, let us remember before
God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can number, whose hope was

in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one forever more.
And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught us,
saying…
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lessons

The First Lesson: Genesis 3: 1-13, 22-24
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to
the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to the
serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the
fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’ But the
serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he
ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the
garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence
of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him,
‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; and I hid myself.’ He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree
of which I commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me,
she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that
you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ Then the Lord God said, ‘See,
the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand and
take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever’— therefore the Lord God sent him forth from
the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man; and at the east
of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a sword flaming and turning to guard the way to
the tree of life.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Carol: Adam Lay Ybounden - Peter Warlock (1894-1930)--The Adult Choir
Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond,
Four thousand winter thought he not too long;
And all was for an apple, and apple that he took,
As clerkes finden written in their book.
Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been,
Ne had never Our Lady abeen heavene Queen.
Blessed be the time that apple taken was:
Therefore we moun singen: Deo Gratias! (Deo Gratias = Thanks be to God)

The Second Lesson: Baruch 4:36—5:9
Look towards the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to you from God. Look, your
children are coming, whom you sent away; they are coming, gathered from east and west, at the word
of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of God. Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction,
O Jerusalem, and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe of the
righteousness that comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; for
God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. For God will give you evermore the name,
‘Righteous Peace, Godly Glory’. Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look towards the east,
and see your children gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God
has remembered them. For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but God will
bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. For God has ordered that every high
mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that
Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at
God’s command. For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and
righteousness that come from him.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Carol: People Look East – Besançon carol, arr. Barry Ferguson (b. 1942) -- Adult Choir
People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Guest, is on the way.
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there:
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish.
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Rose, is on the way.
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim,
Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Star, is on the way.
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Him who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way.

The Third Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it
shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become
a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass
shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the
unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go
astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found
there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Congregational Hymn: Prepare the Way, O Zion Bereden väg för Herran
Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is coming near!
Let every hill and valley a level way appear.
Greet one who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story.
Oh, blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name.
Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior’s rule embrace.
His tidings of salvation proclaim in every place.
All lands will bow before Him, their voices will adore Him.
Oh, blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name.

The Fourth Lesson: Jeremiah 31:31-34
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt— a covenant that they broke, though I was
their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will
be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each
other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the
Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Carol: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus- Daniel E. Gawthrop (b. 1949) The Consort
Come, thou long expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.
Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a king,
Born to reign in us forever,
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit,
Raise us, raise us to thy glorious throne.

The Fifth Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-9
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of
the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not
judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around
his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall
lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like
the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on
the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Instrumental Carol: Advent Hope- Derek K. Hakes

The Handbell Choir

The Sixth Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her
sins. A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall
be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ A voice says, ‘Cry
out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are
grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever. Get you up to a
high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of
good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’ See, the Lord God
comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He
will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and
gently lead the mother sheep.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Carol: How Shall I Fitly Meet Thee?— Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) The Adult Choir
How shall I fitly meet Thee and give Thee welcome due?
The nations long to greet Thee and I would greet Thee too
O Fount of light, shine brightly upon my darkened heart
That I may serve Thee rightly and know Thee as Thou art

The Seventh Lesson: Isaiah 65:17-25
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or
come to mind. But be glad and rejoice for ever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem
as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall
the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that
lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred
years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. They
shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build
and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my
people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear
children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— and their descendants as well.
Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed
together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt
or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Congregational Hymn 597- Jerusalem- Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918)
O day of peace that dimly shines through all our hopes and prayers and dreams,
Guide us to justice, truth, and love, delivered from our selfish schemes.
May swords of hate fall from our hands, our hearts from envy find release,
Till by God’s grace our warring world shall see Christ’s promised reign of peace.
Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce devour the small;
As beasts and cattle calmly graze, a little child shall lead them all.
Then enemies shall learn to love, all creatures find their true accord;
The hope of peace shall be fulfilled, for all the earth shall know the Lord.

The Eighth Lesson: Luke 1: 26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’
The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who
was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant
of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Carol: Mary’s Magnificat—Andrew Carter (b.1939) (Soloist: Elizabeth Tyer)
Softly a light is stealing, sweetly a maiden sings,
Ever wakeful, ever wistful, watching faithfully,
Thankfully, tenderly her King of Kings.
My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.”
Mary, her song to Jesus softly, serenely sings:
“I will love you, I will serve you,
May my lullaby glorify, magnify my King of Kings.”

The Ninth Lesson: Luke 1: 39-55
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me that the mother
of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt
for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by
the Lord.’ And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he
has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call
me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for
those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered
the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and
lifted up the lowly; He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty. He has
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Carol: E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come- Paul Manz (1919-2009)
Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins,
Who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be.
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord Almighty God,
Who was and is, and is to come; Sing holy, holy, Lord!
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein,
Rejoice on earth ye saints below for Christ is coming soon!
E’en so Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more;
They need no light, nor lamp, nor sun, for Christ will be their all.
Prayer
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armor of light, now in the
time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life
immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
The Advent Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Jesus Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify
you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he, whose second coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope,
and constant in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with eternal
life. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with
you forever. Amen.

Recessional Hymn 68: Rejoice, Rejoice Believers
Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear!
The evening is advancing, and darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising and soon he will draw nigh;
up, watch in expectation! At midnight comes the cry.
Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;
arise, Thou Sun so longed for, above this darkened sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth's redemption, and ever be with Thee!
Organ Voluntary:

Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern, BWV 763- Johann Sebastian Bach
Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern—Johann Pachelbel
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