New Zealand Morning Prayer for the Advent Season
Friday, Dec. 4, 2020

The Preparation; Choose one of the following opening sentences:
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together. Isaiah 40:5
or
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Matthew 32
or
The Son of man is to come with the angels in the glory of the Father. Matthew 16:27a (adapted)
Leader:
People:

Great is the Lord and worthy of all praise.
Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and honor, power and might,
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.

Song of Praise: Great and Wonderful (read in unison)
Great and wonderful are your deeds, O Lord God, the almighty:
Just and true are your ways, O Sovereign of the nations.
Who shall not revere and praise your name, O Lord? For you alone are holy.
All nations shall come and worship in your presence:
For your just dealings have been revealed.
To the One who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb:
Be blessing and honor, glory and might forever and ever. Amen.
Leader: Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us praise and worship God who has called us together. Let us
celebrate God’s majesty, and delight in the wonder of God’s love. Together we shall confess our sins and
receive assurance that we are forgiven. As the scriptures are read, we can allow God’s word to speak to us,
and ponder its meaning for our lives. In our prayers, we give thanks for God’s goodness, we pray for others
as well as for ourselves, and we offer our lives anew in Christ’s service. All this we do, because we believe in
the presence among us of our Savior Jesus Christ, and in the mighty power of the Holy Spirit.
Hear these words of scripture: One of the following sentences is read.
As God who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct.
Spirit of God, search our hearts.
or

If we claim to be sinless, we are self-deceived and strangers to the truth.
If we confess our sins, God is just and may be trusted to forgive our sins
and cleanse us from every kind of wrong.
Spirit of God, search our hearts.
or

Love one another, for love is of God,
and whoever loves is born of God and knows God.
Spirit of God, search our hearts.
Let us pause in silence, and remember our need for God’s forgiveness.
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Silence
Let us confess our sins to God.
Almighty and merciful God, we have sinned against you, in thought, word, and deed. We have not
loved you with all our heart. We have not loved others as our Savior Christ loves us. We are truly
sorry. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we
shall be; that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, through Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen.
Almighty God, who pardons all who truly repent, forgive our sins, strengthen us by the Holy Spirit, and
keep us in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.
The Ministry of the Word:
O come, let us sing to the Lord,
let us rejoice in the rock of our salvation.
We sing to you, O God, and bless your name;
and tell of your salvation from day to day.
We proclaim your glory to the nations,
your praise to the ends of the earth.
The Psalm: Psalm 16
1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *
I have said to the Lord, "You are my Lord, my good above all other."
2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *
upon those who are noble among the people.
3 But those who run after other gods * shall have their troubles multiplied.
4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, * nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.
5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; * it is you who uphold my lot.
6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * indeed, I have a goodly heritage.
7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; * my heart teaches me, night after night.
8 I have set the Lord always before me; * because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.
9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * my body also shall rest in hope.
10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * nor let your holy one see the Pit.
11 You will show me the path of life; * in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever. Amen.
The First Reading: I Thessalonians 4:1-12
1 Finally, brothers and sisters, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus that, as you learned from us how you
ought to live and to please God (as, in fact, you are doing), you should do so more and more. 2 For you know
what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that
you abstain from fornication; 4 that each one of you knows how to control your own body in holiness and
honor, 5 not with lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one wrongs or exploits a
brother or sister in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, just as we have already told
you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7 For God did not call us to impurity but in holiness. 8 Therefore
whoever rejects this rejects not human authority but God, who also gives his Holy Spirit to you. 9 Now
concerning love of the brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anyone write to you, for you yourselves
have been taught by God to love one another; 10 and indeed you do love all the brothers and sisters throughout
Macedonia. But we urge you, beloved, to do so more and more, 11 to aspire to live quietly, to mind your own
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affairs, and to work with your hands, as we directed you, 12 so that you may behave properly towards outsiders
and be dependent on no one.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.
Song of Praise: The Steadfast Love of the Lord (read in unison)
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases: God’s mercies never come to an end;
They are new every morning: your faithfulness, O Lord, is great.
You are all that I have; and therefore I will wait for you.
You, O Lord, are good to those who wait for you: to all those who seek you.
It is good to wait in patience: for the salvation of the Lord.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever. Amen.
The Gospel Reading: Luke 20:41—21:4
41
Then he said to them, ‘How can they say that the Messiah is David’s son? 42 For David himself says in the
book of Psalms. “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, 43 until I make your enemies your
footstool.’ 44 David thus calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?’ 45 In the hearing of all the people he
said to the disciples, 46 ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love to be greeted
with respect in the market-places, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at
banquets. 47 They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive
the greater condemnation.’ 2 1He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; 2 he
also saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 3 He said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in
more than all of them; 4 for all of them have contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty
has put in all she had to live on.’
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.
The Apostles′ Creed: (read in unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Lord be with you.
The Lord bless you.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Make your ways known upon earth, O God,
your saving power among all peoples.
Renew your Church in holiness,
and help us to serve you with joy.
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Guide the leaders of this and every nation,
that justice may prevail throughout the world.
Let not the needy, O God, be forgotten,
nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Make us instruments of your peace,
and let your glory be over all the earth.
A Collect of the Day: First Sunday of Advent
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the
time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the
life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Collect for Morning:
Holy and ever-living God, by your power we are created and by your love we are redeemed; guide and
strengthen us by your Spirit, that we may give ourselves to your service, and live each day in love to one
another and to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, help us, heavenly Father, to trust your love, to serve
your purpose, and to praise your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Dismissal:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all. Amen.
Let us go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.
Amen. We go in the name of Christ.
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