Enriching Our Worship Morning Prayer
Monday, November 16, 2020
Opening Sentence: I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord." Psalm 122:1
Confession:
Let us confess our sins to God.
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve
only your will. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
Leader: O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.
People: And your glory all the day long.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen. Alleluia.

The Venite
Antiphon: The Holy One is in our midst: O Come let us worship.

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving * and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.
For you are a great God; * you are great above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills are yours also.
The sea is yours, for you made it, * and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, * and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. *
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!
Antiphon: The Holy One is in our midst: O Come let us worship.

The Psalms (choose one of the following)
Psalm 63:1-8
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; * my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *
that I might behold your power and your glory.
For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; * my lips shall give you praise.
So will I bless you as long as I live * and lift up my hands in your Name.
My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, * and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
When I remember you upon my bed, * and meditate on you in the night watches.
For you have been my helper, * and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
My soul clings to you; * your right hand holds me fast.
Antiphon: O God, you are my God; from break of day I seek you.
or

Psalm 67:1-5
O God, be merciful to us and bless us, * show us the light of your countenance and come to us.
Let your ways be known upon earth, * your saving health among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; * let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the
nations upon earth. Let the peoples praise you, O God; * let all the peoples praise you.
Antiphon: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
or

Psalm 134
Behold now, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, *
you that stand by night in the house of the LORD.
Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the LORD; *
the LORD who made heaven and earth bless you out of Zion.
Antiphon: Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established the moon and the sun.
or

Psalm 141:1-3,8ab
O LORD, I call to you; come to me quickly; * hear my voice when I cry to you.
Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, *
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
Set a watch before my mouth, O LORD, and guard the door of my lips; *
let not my heart incline to any evil thing. My eyes are turned to you, Lord GOD; *
in you I take refuge.
Antiphon: Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands like the
evening sacrifice.
The Lessons
The First Reading: James 2:14-26
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save
you? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep
warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith by
itself, if it has no works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, ‘You have faith and I have works.’ Show me your
faith without works, and I by my works will show you my faith. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well.
Even the demons believe and shudder. 20 Do you want to be shown, you senseless person, that faith without
works is barren? 21 Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by works when he offered his son Isaac on the
altar? 22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was brought to completion by the
works. 23 Thus the scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness’, and he was called the friend of God. 24 You see that a person is justified by works and not by
faith alone. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the prostitute also justified by works when she welcomed the
messengers and sent them out by another road? 26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith
without works is also dead.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle: A Song of the Wilderness
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, * the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
It shall blossom abundantly, * and rejoice with joy and singing.
They shall see the glory of the Lord, * the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weary hands, * and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! * Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.”
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, * and the ears of the deaf be unstopped.
Then shall the lame leap like a deer, * and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness * and streams in the desert;
The burning sand shall become a pool * and the thirsty ground, springs of water.
The ransomed of God shall return with singing, * with everlasting joy upon their heads.
Joy and gladness shall be theirs, * and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
The Second Reading: Luke 16:19-31
19. ‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20
And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with
what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and
was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades,
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called
out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” 25 But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime
you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you
are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might
want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.” 27 He said, “Then,
father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house 28 for I have five brothers that he may warn them, so that
they will not also come into this place of torment.” 29 Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the prophets;
they should listen to them.” 30 He said, “No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead,
they will repent.” 31 He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” ’
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
Canticle: A Song of Ezekiel (read in unison)
I will take you from among all nations; * and gather you from all lands to bring you home.
I will sprinkle clean water upon you; * and purify you from false gods and uncleanness.
A new heart I will give you * and a new spirit put within you.
I will take the stone heart from your chest * and give you a heart of flesh.
I will help you walk in my laws * and cherish my commandments and do them.
You shall be my people, * and I will be your God.
The Apostles’ Creed (read in unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Leader:
People:
Leader:

Hear our cry, O God.
And listen to our prayer.
Let us pray.

V. Help us, O God our Savior;
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.
V. Look upon your congregation;
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.
V. Declare your glory among the nations;
R. And your wonders among all peoples.
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
Collect of the Day: Pentecost, Proper 28
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting
life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
For All Sorts and Conditions
O God, the creator and preserver of all, we humbly beseech you for all sorts and conditions of people; that
you would be pleased to make your ways known unto them, your saving health unto all nations. More
especially we pray for your holy Church universal; that it may be so guided and governed by your good Spirit,
that all who profess and call themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity
of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Finally, we commend to your fatherly goodness all
those who are in any ways afflicted or distressed, in mind, body, or estate; that it may please you to comfort
and relieve them according to their several necessities, giving them patience under their sufferings, and a happy
issue out of all their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.
For the Poor and Neglected
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and neglected persons whom it would
be easy for us to forget: the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none to care
for them. Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow into joy. Grant
this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For Those who Live Alone
Almighty God, whose Son had nowhere to lay his head: Grant that those who live alone may not be lonely
in their solitude, but that, following in his steps, they may find fulfillment in loving you and their neighbors;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Concluding Sentence:
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God
from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21

