
The “Reopening” of St. Paul’s 
 
 

Greetings St. Paul’s Family! 
 
These last few months have been quite a challenge for us all. The Corona Virus has drastically 
changed virtually every aspect of our lives. Our workplaces, schools, and leisure activities have 
all been altered in some way. And that includes the church, too.  
 
But even in the midst of this pandemic we have all witnessed wonderful moments of grace—in 
our communities as well as in the church. And I want to take this opportunity to thank you for 
offering this grace through your prayers and patience. I’m so heartened by our members as we 
walk along this odd journey together. And I also want to thank you for your continued support 
and commitment to St. Paul’s. We are doing as well as can be expected and that is because of 
your continued stewardship in supporting our many ministries.  
 
But I miss you all, a whole bunch. As glad as I am that we are able to stream our services into 
your homes, I’ve got admit that I’m not real fond of preaching into a small phone with very few 
people around. And I’m guessing we’re all about ready to get together once more.  
 
So with that, I’m announcing that St. Paul’s will restart in-person worship services on Sunday, 
June 7. Now, as glad as I am to make that announcement the services will have to take on a very 
different vibe. We’re not going to get it just right, but with a lot of input from the vestry and the 
staff, here is how our services will look like for the unforeseen future: 
 
--These guidelines pertain to scheduled worship only. For now, meetings, weddings, funerals, 
and other gatherings (greater than 10 people) will continue to be forbidden. 
 
--Worship Services will resume on Sunday, June 7. Wednesday services will resume on June 10.  
 
--The service schedule will be similar to the summer schedule: 8:00am, 10:00am, and 6:00pm.  
 
--The 10:00 service will be a “hybrid” service—altered attendance but with Facebook Live as 
well, as we have been doing. We will use both the nave and Otey Parish Hall at 10:00. 
 
--All parishioners will be required to reserve a spot for a particular service. This is to ensure that 
no one will be turned away and that we will have proper spacing at each service. There will be an 
electronic sign up going out each Tuesday. There will be no sign up for the Wednesday service.   
 
--We will have assigned seating in the church to ensure proper social distancing.  
 
--For social distancing, the church will hold approximately 40-50 people. The same for Otey. 
 
--All parishioners must wear masks. If one is not brought from home, we will provide.  
 



--All parishioners will have their temperature taken before entering the church and asked to use 
hand sanitizer.  
 
--There will be a nursery at the 10:00 service. We have two nurseries to use. However, only one 
family can use a nursery at a time. 
 
--There will be Children’s Chapel at the 10:00 service, with proper social distancing. 
 
--Communion will be in one kind only (bread). 
 
--Bulletins will be paper and not returned for reuse. BCPs and Hymnals have been taken up. 
 
--The church will increase proper deep cleaning during the week and before each service.  
 
--Unfortunately, there will be no social coffee hour or Lemonade in the Shade 
 
--There will be no offertory taken up (offering plate will be available) and passing of the peace 
will be distanced.  
 
This is, in no way, a perfect solution and I bet we’ll learn a lot as time goes on and make a 
number of mistakes. This is new for all of us. Please stay patient and let us know how we are 
doing. We are all in this thing together.  
 
Please remember to pray for everyone who has been affected by the virus and pray and support 
all those brave citizens who are battling this disease on the front lines.  
 
Again, thank you for all you do. We are going to get through this thing, together. Stay safe and 
may God continue to bless you and your family as well as this family called St. Paul’s. And may 
the peace of God which surpasses all understanding hold you and keep you now and always. I so 
look forward to seeing you at church.  
 
 
Peace-Rusty+ 
	
	
	
	


